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Sho _ Sheet-composting : Better-Faste 


your Seed-hed preparation | with the 


Mulching = gy cE AM AN 


fit: DUTY ROTAR 


It’s ideal for sheet composting because the SEAMAN 
TILLIT quickly and uniformly chops and mills com- 
posting materials and—at the same time — mixes 
them thoroughly with the soil. . . . The well aerated, 
moisture-retaining tillage speeds up decomposition — 
increases humus availability. 

And for seed-bed preparation —there’s nothing to 
equal the TILLIT. Generally in only one trip you 
have an excellently pulverized soil — just the right 
tilth for your soil condition and the type of crop. A 
big labor-saver that makes your organic methods more 
effective. 

Tillage and mulching are also usually completed in 
just one tractor trip. The TILLIT is easily adjusted 
to till the depth you select. In the same operation, you 
chop, mix-in, and ‘“‘tack-down” the protective cover 
crop either as a shallow mulch or as a complete mixture 
of vegetation through the entire tillage. 

Plan your organic farming operations with the help 
of a SEAMAN TILLIT. Produce more at less cost. 


Write for prices and complete information, — today. TILLIT works close to fences, boone 
vides mote fillable land. 





Soiland organic 
materials are quickly 
pulverized and thor- 
oughly mixed with the 
SEAMAN TILLIT. 


Send for FREE booklet, ‘‘Bene- 
fits of Rotary Tillage’’. Most 
complete ever published. Tells 
about many cost-saving methods. 
Profusely illustrated. Packed 
with facts. 
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“Last spring I purchased a ton of 
Hybro-Tite and spread it on my vege- 
table garden, fruit trees, and a plot 
adjacent to the garden,” writes W. A. 
Thornton, well-known farmer and 
business man of Decatur, Ga. 


“The latter area had a low place of 
heavy clay where water stood for days 
after a heavy rain, and on which I had 
never been able to get a vegetable 
to grow. 


“Despite a most severe 60-day 
drought in June and July my garden 
produced a bumper harvest of beans, 
tomatoes, peppers, beets, sweet corn, 
squash, melons, etc. Most pleasing of 
all was the mellow condition of the 
soil, and most amazing to me was the 
fact that the plot of heavy clay where 
for four years, nothing would grow, 





Mr. W. A. Thornton 


produced a crop of sugar crowder 
peas equal to the other areas. 


“IT am convinced you have a worthy 
product in Hybro-Tite and hereby 
give you my order for 20 tons for 
application to my cattle pasture this 
fall.”’ (Signed) W. A. Thornton, 
Decatur, Ga. 
* . 

If you’re seeking ways to make 
good soil better, or to put “prob- 
lem soils” into profitable produc- 
tion, mail coupon for information 
about Hybro-Tite. It’s the natural 
soil conditioner you can apply 
NOW —and let the weather work 
with the potash and 19 other min- 
erals and trace elements to help 
put your soil in better condition 
for your next year’s crops. 


*Trade-mark of the Potash Rock Co. of Amevica 


MAIL COUPON NOW 


Potash Rock Company of America 
(Division of Davidson Granite Company) 
Lithonia, Georgia 
| Without obligation, send me information about 
Hybro-Tite for orchards, lawns, gardens, row crops. 
| am interested in grassland farming. 
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Watch for 
Rock Fertilizer 
Developments 


Manure Used 
For Record 
Wheat Crop 


Lawyers Needed 
To Defend 


Organiculture 


New Chemical 
Paralyzes 
Flies 


... Memos To Farmers 


The rock fertilizer industry seems to be on the verge of 
expansion. More rocks will soon be sold for their fer- 
tilizer value—basalt and trap rock—and more companies 
are selling the old standbys like granite dust. But a 
tremendous amount of money and effort must still be 
expended before appreciable numbers of farmers are 
taught the value and possibilities of natural fertilizers. 
The a pepe om of Agriculture and its county agents 
still scoff at using rock powders on the land, but research 
and experimentation is proving their value. Watch 
future issues for the complete rock fertilizer story. 


A world’s record wheat yield of 131.25 bushels to the 
acre was produced this year on a small English farm, 
reports a Reuter’s news service dispatch. The only fer- 
tilization mentioned in the story was the use of heavy 
applications of manure for several years previous to the 
growing of the wheat crop. No manure at all was applied 
when the wheat land was prepared. 


Frequently, legal action and opinion is needed by organi- 
culturists who run afoul of fertilizer and pest control 
laws (laws that are not always just) in their communities. 
It is our hope that lawyers who are themselves organic 
farmers and gardeners might wish to offer their services 
to a cause they believe in. This is not primarily an 
attempt to get free legal help, but an effort to secure for 
individual organic farmers and gardeners sympathetic 
and competent help—plus an endeavor to eventually 
secure aid in a campaign to correct unjust laws and to 
secure proper legislative protection against the use of 
chemicals on foods especially. 


Scientists are on the verge of giving up trying to kill flies 
with insecticides. A new insecticide has been developed— 
called Allethrin—which paralyzes flies temporarily. This 
means that the housewife can knock out flies and mos- 
quitoes temporarily and then sweep them out. If you 
can’t kill, paralyze, say the experts. 
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“The government, by 1956, will begin to spend billions 
to rehabilitate the soil of their country.” This prediction, 
and others even more startling, are made in the November 
issue of Other Worlds magazine. “Vast new advances in 
‘natural’ agriculture,” the story continues, “will be geared 
to technical advances. The use of chemicals to fertilize 
will be seriously questioned, and the bulk of the money 
spent by the government will be on investigating the 
theory that all wastes should be returned to the soil. The 
result will be a complete reconstruction of all garbage 
and refuse disposal plants.”” The author says his state- 
ments are based on pure guesswork, not on any inside 
information. 


Burning damp oak leaves in a greenhouse with the vep- 
tilators closed is one way to discourage ants and possibly 
other insects without using poisons that could harm the 
soil and accumulate on plants. A test of the technique 
on the organic experimental farm has worked well, and 
the practice has been used for many years in Europe. In- 
sects are frequently a problem in greenhouses—even or- 
ganic ones—because winter growing conditions are neces- 
sarily unnatural. 


Poultrymen are advised to begin their program of build- 
ing up deep litter in the laying houses before cold 
weather sets in. Deep litter serves as insulation to prevent 
the air in the poultry house from condensing its moisture 
on the solid floor surface. Coarse, raw litter is too open 
to do this job effectively. The litter must, therefore, be 
added gradually so that it gets worked to a fine crumbly 
state throughout its depth. 


Chemical defoliation of clover and alfalfa grown for 
seed causes the remaining forage to be dangerous to 
stock. A warning circulated by the Colorado Experiment 
Station calls attention to the fact that the dinitro com- 
pounds used for chemical defoliation leaves residues 
which are quite harmful to animals. They are also prob- 
ably harmful to soil bacteria and earthworms—a good 
reason why they shouldn’t be used at all. 


Manufacturers, salesmen and scientists are going to get 
together to discuss the problem of making a big thing 
out of chemical soil conditioners at a conference in New 
York on November 10th. The soil conditioner revolution 
started out with a bang last December, but bad results 
and high prices have turned it into more of a fizzle. It 
is hoped that when the Krilium boom fades industry 
will turn its attention to turning garbage and other 
organic wastes into fool-proof organic fertilizer and soil 
conditioner. 
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QUICK DELIVERYon 
EXTRA FINE GROUND 


ao 


ARROW BRAND 
Natural Rock PHOSPHATE 


Delivered in just 4 to 7 days after ordering... direct from 





our Tennessee mines! Apply it NOW on both crop and pas- 
ture land. High test. Ground so fine that 70% passes 
through 325-mesh screen. Gives you quick crop response. 
Just one application makes soil phosphorus-rich for 8. to 10 
years. Ordering from this 50-year-old firm in the heart of 
the phosphate country assures you top quality and immediate 


shipment! 


cteuaeeeceeeeeseesecs WRITE FOR PRICES and LITERATURE ...cccees seeeeeeenees 
ROBIN JONES PHOSPHATE CO. : 
804 Church Street Nashville, Tennessee 
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Letters 


Organic Farming Attacked Again 


(For our answer to Reader's Digest’s reprinted attack see page 18) 


Dear Sir: 

I have read R. I. Throckmorton’s 
article, “Organic Farming—Bunk,” in 
the October Reader's Digest. In all 
fairness to the people who practice 
organic farming and gardening with 
evident success and improved health 
you should present the other side of 
the story. Such a man as J. I. Rodale, 
editor of Prevention Magazine, Or- 
ganic Gardening, and The Organic 
Farmer, of Emmaus, Pennsylvania, 
would be well qualified to write such 
a report. He has personal and other 
evidence to prove the success and 
values of organic farming. 

If the other side is not presented 
in the Reader's Digest, we can well 
assume that fertilizer interests are 
making an attack on this movement 
to improve the nation’s health. It is 
powerful and will stop at nothing 
which would hinder profits, be they 
ethical or not. Being an amateur at 
this sort of thing I am unable to 
present authoritative arguments, how- 
ever we believe we are getting results 
from the organic method even though 
it does take longer. Evidences of im- 
proved health are already noticeable. 


Pauline Johnson 


Dear Sir: 

You have undoubtedly read the 
article, “Organic Farming—Bunk,” in 
the October issue of the Reader's 
Digest. 


I will not go into detail of this 
article; it is obvious that the fertilizer 
interests will do all they can to gain- 
say the results of the organic move- 
ment. The article itself is full of mis- 
statements. 

If you have not done so immediate- 
ly it certainly would be appreciated 
by all of your readers, if your edi- 
torial staff would prepare the right 
reply in answer to this article and it 
would be very helpful if such reply 
could be taken up by the Reader’s 
Digest, so that the ones who are now 
informed wrongly will have the oppor- 
tunity of reading the truth about this 
matter. 

L. J. deBalian 
Yancey Mills, Va. 


Dear Editor: 
They are at it again. They just 
can’t leave a good thing alone! 
Dr. Roy L. Doud 
Webster, S.D. 


Dear Sir: 

Please don’t fail to read in the 
October Reader's Digest the article, 
“Organic Farming—Bunk,” reprinted 
from Country Gentleman. The Digest 
should publish your reply if you care 
to make one, and I hope you do. 


N. W. Ryden 
Montgomery, Alabama 
(Continued on page 55) 
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OW...we can tell you 
this amazing news! 


KAYLORITE DOES WONDERS AS SOURCE OF 
NATURAL POTASH AND TRACE MINERALS 


. and ... 


EXCELS AS ANIMAL FEED SUPPLEMENT 


We've known about this amazing "double-action" of KAYLORITE for some time. 
But . . . we wanted farmers like yourself to prove our point after using KAYLORITE 
minerals for three or four years. Now ... we're going to let farmers tell you about 
their experiences with KAYLORITE natural mineral as a soil conditioner and as a 


feed supplement: 
Bruce Hoffman 
DAIRY, BEEF and CRAIN FARMS 
RFD, Hagerstown, Md. 


“I have been using your finely pulverized ‘KAYLORITE’ 
greensand over a period of three years on my four dairy 
and stock farms (92 head in one dairy barn). 

“I have also been feeding your ‘KAYLORITE’ direct to 
my dairy herd and beef cattle about three or four times 
a week. ‘KAYLORITE’ is put directly in the bottom of 
the concrete feeding troughs, ensilage is put on top and 
the cattle lick up every bit of these minerals. Any portion 
of the minerals that is not assimilated by the animals in 
this way is passed on to my farms in the form of manure, 
therefore no loss. 

“Before using the ‘KAYLORITE’ minerals, I had _ con- 
siderable trouble with my herds which was very costly to 
me However, since using ‘KAYLORITE’ minerals, my 
herds are free from any of their former diseases and are 
entirely healthy.’’ 


W. Jj. Gilbert 
P. O. Box 671, Hagerstown, Md. 


“‘We used the fine, powdered material (KAYLORITE) in 
our starter feed on 151 New Hampshire chicks and secured 
the most perfect uniform growth we ever secured with any 
batch of chicks. The young pullets stayed just about with 
the cockerels We highly recommend your material for 
poultry in conjunction with its being mixed in the mashes 
in the powdered form 





There's your story . . . it's a new story ... using natural Kaylorite minerals to 
supplement the feed of farm animals and poultry. And . . . don't forget the 
old story of KAYLORITE and its prowess as a soil conditioner! Try this double- 
action, mineral-rich, natural product on your farm .. . either as a soil con- 
ditioner or as a feed supplement! 


A PROVEN PRODUCT: KAYLORITE has been used 


at U. S. Agricultural Experimental Station with top KAYLORITE 
results on tobacco and on follow up crops of wheat CORPORATION 
and clover. Others report outstanding results when 

applied to vegetable crops, pastures, lawns, green- O)OIN | 41:4.4 


houses, fruit and nut orchards. Write today for further 
information on KAYLORITE whether you want to feed 
your animals or your crops! MARYLAND 


CALVERT COUNTY 
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Gilbert Wiley, Somers, Connecticut 
farmer, found that a FITCHBURG 
BRUSH CHIPPER and farming with 
wood wastes pays off in better crops ... 
saves time...earns extra profits eee 
builds soil organically! 





Wiley discovered he was sending dollars up in smoke and 
doing hours and hours of needless work every time he hauled 


off and burned wood wastes. 


Now...with a FITCHBURG 


BRUSH CHIPPER ...he’s converting this once-bothersome 
material into mulch, compost material, cattle bedding, litter, 


and EXTRA DOLLARS for himself and his neighbors. 


Two 


years experience has shown Wiley that he can produce useful 
by-products in 1/3 the time it took to haul and burn wood 


wastes! 


Trees thrive under mulch of wood chips! 


Wiley tested the shavings from his FITCH- 
BURG BRUSH CHIPPER for mulch value on 


40 Baldwin apple trees. 


“And anybody could see 
the difference between 
that row of Baldwins 
and the next row which 
didn’t get chips. Leaves 
were greener and at 
harvest time the apples 
were far superior.” 


In the photo on the right, Wiley lifts back 
the six-inch mulch he used to keep his dwarf 
pear trees thriving during a particularly hot 
He reports all chip-mulched trees do- 


spell. 
ing “beautifully.” 
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Cord of Wood Yields Two Tons of “Cheaper-than-Straw” Bedding 


Wiley's tests prove fertilizer value of wood chips... the 
nap eeree he does for neighbors proves other out- 
standin jcultural benefits. The Fitchburg Chipper pro- 
duces s ngs fer Wiley’s dairymen neighbors in need of 

ding (Connecticut is only ene of many states 
facing an acute shortage of dairy bedding matter). In this 
area, shavings ere actually cheaper than straw! 


AND ...Soil Conservation specialists have found wood 
chips make high quality bedding. They explain a cord 


of wood chips holds about 2,000 Ibs. of urine—as good or 

better than the performance of straw. Since manure is 80%. 
liquid by weight and this 80% contains the most readily 
available plant nutrients, the blotter-like yg of 
wood chip bedding means extra benefit to the farmer who 
plans to use the manure as fertilizer. AND” . wood chip 
manure is a potent fertilizer! At Rhode Island * Agricultural 
Experiment station, woody manures were used on fields in 
a three-crop rotation for i8 years. The report: Just as 
good as the fields where straw manures are used! 


Is a Fitchburg Brush Chipper Practical on Your Farm? 


Perhaps you'd like the advantages of a Fitchburg Brush 
Chipper but feel the amount of work on your farm does not 
justify the addition of this valuable piece of equipment. 
You can still have the advantages of this amazing 
machine in one of two ways: First... buy a chipper 
= your farmer neighbors on a cooperative basis. Or, second 
anos a vee and—as Gilbert Wiley does—make ex- 
by doing custom work for neighbors. in 
Wier ~K] custom work takes only about 10 per cent 
his time and “it gives me a Chipper on, , the place 
which | can use anytime that’s convenient to me!’ 


And...if you're not sure whether there is a demand for 
custom brush chipping services... Wiley has been summon- 


FITCHBURC 





ed by customers as far as 50 miles away very anxious to 
.00 an hour for his equipment and service. In Wiley’s 
opinion, a man can make a good living juss doing 


custom work for other farmers. 


Remember ... the Fitchburg Brush Chipper is within the 
price range of the average farmer . Oy. convert —_ 
pole wood, tree a s, other wood wastes into a number 
ee useful ee - produc here are several Fitehburg “models 


_™ about them now... it costs you 
net to look —_ this amazing new machine. Write io 
complete inform If you have specific . the 


Fitehburg Co. mit be “glad % answer them. But... write 
teday! 


ENCINEERING PORPORATION 


FITCHBURG, MASSACHUSETTS, U. S. A. 














Rats Can Be Almost Human 


J. I. RODALE 


WAS talking to a farmer a few weeks ago about the way land 
is being permitted to run down. 

“You should see my brother-in-law’s farm,” he said. “He uses 
nothing but chemical fertilizers and if he was offered free manure 
he wouldn't go after it—he’s that lazy. If you ask me, his crops 
aren’t fit for human beings to eat. Come to think of it, they aren’t 
even fit for his barn rats to eat. You should see those rats. They 
look terribly starved.” 

This reminded me of the experience we had with our own barn 
rats about eleven years ago. Not knowing much about farms then, 
we chose a place purely for its location, near Emmaus. A more ex- 
ploited piece of soil would have been difficult to find, and its in- 
fertility definitely reflected itself in the condition and poor health 
of the rats who lived off of it. These rats could not have picked 
a poorer piece of land to infest, no matter how hard they would 
have tried. But when I look back on it I feel that it is good that we 
stacked the cards against us to that extent because when you con- 
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sider what we started with and 


aS what we have done with it, it 
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5am speaks eloquently for the organic 
“4 method. 
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A few years later I met the 

SY Government agent who had to 

‘They were skinny rats, with their bones pass on a loan that the farmer 
protruding precariously through their ; : z 

mangy skins.” who ran this piece of land into 

the ground, had requested. He told me that he had to turn the 


application down because he could not see how anyone could make 





j 


a living off this 60 impoverished acres. 

It was a tenant farm and there was the usual friction between 
tenant and owner so that between the two, the land went down 
horribly. Tvhe nutritional quality of the crops evidently was so 
mediocre that it could not satisfactorily nourish the chickens, which 
were the poorest lot I had ever seen. When we came onto the 
place there were at least a dozen dead ones that had been thrown 
under the corn crib for all the world to see. The cows looked 
scrubby, but the rats, poor creatures, had to take the hardest 
bumps. They looked terribly starved and emaciated. At night 
when we would go into the barn and, putting on the lights, sur- 
prise them, they would run nervously. They were skinny rats, with 
their bones protruding precariously through their mangy skins. I 
was not experienced with rats in those days but any untaught ama- 
teur in the lore of rodentry could see that these specimens were 
the worst of their scummy race. And they seemed terribly dissatis- 
fied at something, no doubt at being poorly fed, and if they could 
have grabbed the farmer they would have shown him a thing or 
two. They sure seemed savagely displeased, and snarled as they 
ran. ‘They were probably better off dead, but unfortunately rats 
don’t die as easily as chickens. 

Now the curtain goes down for about three years in which we 
assiduously practice the organic method, putting goodly amounts 
of organic matter into our soil with loving hands and treating the 
good earth with reverence and with a conscience. Although it was 
a hand-to-hand war against weeds, disease, hard crusty soil and 
the righting of all the previous farmer’s malpractices, the cash 
spent was less than if we had tried to right things by the chemical 
method. In those days we made compost, and that was a chore, but 
we were paid for it in cash by not having to purchase fertilizers. 
Today the rebuilding job would be pie and we could do it with 
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our hands tied behind our back for there is no longer any compost 
making in farming with the organic method. The same materials 
that we so carefully piled in heaps years ago today go directly on 
the land, with a minimum of labor, and with a greater conservation 
of its nutrients. 

The land became healed and the regeneration showed itself 
in the fruitfulness of the crops. There was a tremendous improve- 
ment in their appearance when compared to those of the previous 
farmer. This was true especially with the corn, which in the case 
of the predecessor were small, gnarled and diseased while ours 
were big, golden ones which, when fed to the farm animals, made 
them healthy. 

What was my surprise one night when I put on the lights 
in the barn to see nice, sleek, well-nourished looking rats, which 
looked at me and blinked their eyes as if to say, “Hello, what can 
we do for you?” Not realizing what had happened I picked up the 
first object I could lay my hands on, a small piece of wood, and 
threw it at one of them. I can still see that rat today. He seemed 
to look at me in mild amusement and slowly dodged as the missile 
came toward him. His mind evidently was able to coordinate his 
actions in split-second response, because he was able to dodge just 
enough to miss the piece of wood by a thirty-second of an inch. 
The rest of the rats began to slowly waddle away, evidently amused 
by the irregular conduct they had just witnessed. 

I did not realize it at the time but as I lay in my bed that night 
it hit me with the impact of a sledge-hammer blow. Those rats 
were being fed an organically produced diet without the harmful 
effects of chemical fertilizers. No matter how careful you are on a 
farm, the rats will get at the grain somehow. In handling it, some 
stray grains will fall on the floor 
and there is always an open sack 
beckoning to the rats to come and 
get it. Slowly, over the years, 
these rats were eating a better-pro- 
duced diet than the people in the 
neighboring city of Allentown. 
And come to think of it, the rats 
“that I had met that night were 
perhaps of the tenth generation 
“Hello, what can we do for your” organically fed. Their great-great 





(Continued on page 34) 
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The unique Foods for Life store in Glendale, California, 
offers premium organic foods to health-minded families. 


Bill Peavy 
Southern Cali- 


NDER 
fornia sprung up a 


unique food marketing organization 


the blue 


skies has 
that is setting a pattern that may one 
day be taken up by all the major re- 
tail market chains in the country. 
The Foods for Life store in Glen- 
dale is a retail market selling only or- 
ganically raised produce—fruit that is 
not sprayed with poisons and vege- 
tables that are rich in their full share 
of vitamins and minerals. The Amer- 


12 


ican housewife has asked for food that 
she can trust, and in Southern Cali- 
fornia she is getting it. 

3ut not only does the housewife 
benefit. The organic farmers who sell 
through Foods for Life are receiving 
a premium price for products that 
should sell for a premium—products 
that are superior in taste, richness and 
purity to the wares of the average 
food market. Here is the full flower- 
ing of the organic method. The soil 
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Leonard Hazeltine, while unloading at the 
walk-in refrigerator, inspects a truck load of 
organically grown, poison-free fruits, vege- 
tables and melons. This Foods for Life outlet 
is in Los Angeles. 





gree in chemistry. This background 
of scientific training is particularly 
helpful in working with Foods for 
Life, as a thorough knowledge of 
chemistry and other sciences play an 
important part in the selection of 

foods best for human nutrition. The 

trip made by the Foods for Life truck 
is approximately 350 miles long, and 

takes an entire day to make. A dozen 

organic producers are visited on each | 
trip, guaranteeing variety to the store’s 
customers. 

The Foods for Life establishment is 
one of the few stores featuring not 
only a wide variety of health foods | 
such as whole grain products, honey 
and raw sugar, but also fruits and 
vegetables grown the organic way. 

Here the city dweller has access to a 
continuous supply of the best known 
source of essential vitamins, minerals, 
is getting fair treatment, and is paying and nutrients in general. 

its own way with dividends. In order to get a variety of items, 

In the early hours of the morning numerous other trips in addition to 
while Glendale is still sleeping, a the twice weekly trip are necessary. 

. closed truck speeds out of Los Angeles Outlying districts are visited to bring | 
and out into the countryside to pick in seasonal crops at their peak of qual- : 
up fresh fruits, vegetables and other ity. One such crop is fresh cherries 
products grown the organic way. from an organic grower in the exten- 
Hours later in the early afternoon, sive cherry growing area of Beaumont, 


with its sides bulging with good things California. The cherries ripen during | 
t to eat grown for quality, the truck the middle of June. Many of the or- | 
- hurries back to the Foods for Life ganic excursions are regular, but new 
store in Glendale, arriving in ample ones are being discovered every day. | 
e time for sorting, displaying, and sale One of the most reliable areas is 
1 of its cargo as quickly as possible. Escondido, where a large number of 
g Twice each week this truck is sent out organic growers are concentrated and 
t —Monday and Thursday—assuring where many regular trips are made. 
S the shoppers a constantly fresh supply Foods for Life has furnished a depend- 
d of fruits and other foodstuffs. able wholesale market outlet for large 
e The driver of this nutrient-loaded volumes of organic produce and has 
r- wagon is tall, husky John Madsen, no encouraged many farmers in this and 
1 mere truck driver, for he holds a de- other areas to try the organic method. 
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The Foods for Life truck, loaded 
with empty crates and covered with a 
new, closely woven tarpaulin, makes 
its first stop at the one acre organic 
garden of E. S. Wimperris along high- 
way 78 on the outskirts of Escondido. 
Three-fourths of this acre is in vege- 
tables and fruit. Although the culti- 
vated plot is small, intensive organic 
management provides an abundance 
and a large variety. Beets, swiss chard, 
and endive are all picked, washed and 
crated, ready to be loaded on the truck 
upon its arrival. 


Large, white, fertile eggs are picked 
up from the organic poultry farm of 
B. R. Evarts, who has 2000 laying 
hens ranging on the ground. Many 
California hens are confined in elevat- 
ed metal batteries. Not too far from 
the poultry farm is the garden of W. 
Ferguson who raises raspberries of a 
rare high quality. These organically 
grown berries, despite the higher 
price, are all sold shortly after arriv- 
ing at the Foods for Life store. 

Seven acres of apples, peaches, 
plums, and apricots, plus two acres of 
vegetables are raised the organic way 
by mild-mannered M. R. Waite. Mr. 
Waite makes succession plantings of 
sweet corn so that when one crop is 
depleted a new one is just coming in. 
A corn field such as this has the ap- 
pearance of a staircase with the young- 
est rows only a few inches high, while 
the oldest are at shoulder height. 
Good management coupled with the 
organic method assures the Foods for 
Life organization of a greatly length- 
ened season for sweet corn, which is 
undoubtedly appreciated by the cus- 
tomers. 


George Takagi has the knack of 
growing good things to eat. His farm 
is one of the largest and most depend- 
able organic farms in the Escondido 
area. Here are 10 acres of gently roll- 
ing sandy soil which give birth to a 
bewildering variety of vegetables kept 
weed-free and well irrigated. George 
is very strict about fertilization and 
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has employed a well known soil test- 
ing laboratory to make an exhaustive 
analysis of his soil. If there is the 
slightest need for vital trace elements, 
specific organic fertilizers are added 
in just the right amounts to make up 
any mineral deficiency. Such care 
helps net Mr. Takagi as much as four 
hundred dollars a week. 

A few miles across the hills are the 
Jacob brothers, near the ocean and 
just a short distance from Encinitas. 
These enterprising gentlemen grow 
acres of sweet corn in the summer, 
and in the winter raise bell peppers, 
tomatoes and squash. The use of 
ground phosphate rock and the bac- 
terial soil conditioner Pent-A-Vate 
produces a large yield of sweet, tasty 
corn, and every ear carries a guaran- 
tee that no deadly insecticide is pres- 
ent. The writer was given several ears 
for a taste test and upon shucking off 
the husks right on the spot and eating 
the corn raw—without seasoning—it 
was found to be unusually sweet and 
delicious. 

The last stop is at the farm near 
Anaheim of William Cook, who has 
seven acres in strawberries. Mr. Cook 
has found bacterial activators to be 
very helpful in improving his soil. He 
also uses the organic fertilizer pro- 
duced by the Hyperion Sludge Plant 
of Los Angeles. 

“We consider this the embryonic 
stage of the ‘Health Food Store of To- 
morrow’,” said Kathryn Matheson 
(daughter of the well known organi- 
culturist, Herbert C. White) manager 
of the store. Mr. White added, “The 
fresh fruits and vegetables on sale in 
the store are the first steps in the 
health movement so necessary in the 
prevention of disease.” 

The Foods for Life idea was con- 
ceived by a group of nutrition-minded 


‘people who began an educational cam- 


paign to spur interest in the plan of 

bringing in a supply of superior qual- 

ity fruits and vegetables to augment 
(Continued on page 40) 
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Mr. and Mrs. M. R. Waite, organiculturists, proudly display the day’s Foods for Life order 
of fruits and vegetables. 





Johnny and Vic load succulent vegetables and melons organically grown on the Takagi 
Truck Farm. This farm is near Escondido. 
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EW crops from the nurseries of 

plant breeders are always big 
news. These experts are daily turning 
out new varieties of farm crops that 
have qualities their forebears lacked: 
resistance to certain diseases, high 
yields, the ability to grow in varied 
soils or climates, etc. Thanks to their 
efforts, there are improved varieties of 
every crop grown in the United States 
today. 

But Nature, too, is hard at work 
improving upon herself. Spectacular 
new crops that promise to solve many 
farm problems are fairly “bustin’ out 
all over” these days. And the farmer 
who fails to keep posted on these 
gifts of Nature may be missing out 
on something of great importance to 
him. 

Back in 1918, a southern Oregon 
farmer seeded one of his fields to 
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Thomas Powell 


Stafford alfalfa, reseeding crimson 
clover and winter-hardy kudzu are 
just a few of the new and sometimes 


miraculous crops that can build soil. 


Standard crops—like this sweet 
clover—can in many cases be re- 
placed by newer plants that are 
more effective at building soil. 


alfalfa. When the stand was worn 
out, seven years later, he plowed the 
field. Thereafter this field was used 
to produce dryland wheat or rye, 
mainly for hay. 

But somehow or other, that alfalfa 
that was supposed to be gone way back 
in 1925, kept coming back! By 1941, 
in spite of all the tillage in the pre- 
vious 16 years, it had practically taken 
over the field. When agronomists 
whom he called in examined the 
plants, they found an amazing thing: 
the alfalfa had a creeping habit of 
growth! Like certain weeds, such as 
bindweed and quack grass, it crowned 
below ground, growing a thick bunch 
of tough roots that rapidly spread out 
in every direction. Some of the old 
clumps growing from a single seed 
were 12 feet across. 

The Burlingham Seed Company of 
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Forest Grove, Oregon (now sole 
source of the seed) promptly bought 
the farm and turned it over to one of 
their experts, Bill Cyrus, to ready the 
seed for marketing. He named it 
Nomad, meaning “wanderer.” 

Nomad, whose seed is certified by 
Oregon State College, can really take 
it. It will stand heavy pasturing and 
is hardy in temperatures from sub- 
zero to 100 degrees. The average rain- 
fall on the farm where it was discover- 
ed is about 10 inches a year, and it 
has thrived in conditions where sage- 
brush couldn’t survive. A fine-stem- 
med plant with purple flowers, it pro- 
duces plenty of small leaves and stays 
green all summer. In one recent win- 
ter, the ground froze to a depth of 26 
inches—yet the Nomad was unharmed. 

Nomad, of course, doesn’t do every- 
thing. In hay production, it can’t 
match regulars like Buffalo, Ranger 
and Grimm, which, under irrigation, 
produce at least one-third more hay 
than Nomad. And it’s not a top seed 
producer, although farmers have got- 
ten 350 pounds of seed per acre from 
it. But for pasture under conditions 
of limited moisture, it’s proving itself 
ideal. 

This quality may make Nomad the 
answer to the growing problem of our 
depleted rangelands. For the few 
legumes that grow on the range are 
either not hardy or too bitter or pois- 
onous for livestock. But the grasses 
on the range need nitrogen—even 
when there is ample rainfall, nitrogen 
may prevent your rangeland from pro- 
ducing a good yield of forage. With 
no nitrogen-fixing legumes, the grass 
has tended to disappear and give way 
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to weeds and brush. Nomad may solve 
this problem on the 70,000,000 acres 
of range that are badly in need of 
seeding today. 

Seed Nomad in the spring, using 
about 5 pounds per acre when seed- 
ed alone, or 2 pounds in combina- 
tion with 6 pounds of a grass like 
crested wheatgrass. Use an ordinary 
alfalfa inoculant and bury the seed 
no deeper than one inch. It starts 
slowly, so keep livestock off it for the 
first year and part of the second. It 
attains its maximum vigor in about 
three years. Eastern plant breeders 
are now working to develop a wilt- 
resisting creeping alfalfa for areas 
with more rainfall. Your experiment 
station can give you information on 
Nomad’s performance in your section. 

In Haigler, Nebraska, Clarence Staf- 
ford, “the man who wouldn’t give up,” 
is responsible for the creation of an- 
other alfalfa that is bringing prosper- 
ity to a whole region. In 1931, he 
bought an abandoned, blown-out 
farm that would grow nothing but 
cockleburs and sagebrush. From his 
first planting of alfalfa, only one plant 
survived, 

That one plant kept growing for 
the next seven years, though every 
other alfalfa seed he planted perished. 
Finally he raised some alfalfa in his 
garden, giving it the best care. Then 
he planted this garden alfalfa in the 
field near the lone plant, the bees 
cross-pollinated them—and he had an 
alfalfa that would survive drought, 
wind and grasshoppers. Today he 
grows over $15,000 worth of hay and 


(Continued on page 44) 
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“ORGANIC 
FARMING— BUNK ?” 


The public is again being told that organic farming 
is a crazy and dangerous idea. Will you believe it? 


HE mighty voice of the chemical industry has roared again, 

this time through the pages of the widely circulated Reader’s 
Digest. In the October issue of that magazine has been reprinted 
the notorious article, ““The Organic Farming Myth,” which ap- 
peared in the Country Gentleman over a year ago. 

Obviously, the chemical industry and The Reader’s Digest 
are not trying to tell the true story about organic farming. If they 
were they would talk facts and they would not repeat untruths 
that were pointed out when the article appeared originally. 

The most outrageous statement in the article as it first ap- 
peared was the remark that “The positive side of their ridiculous 
dogma (organic farming) is a flat claim that organic matter alone 
is the answer to better crops and improved nutrition.” 

Readers of this magazine know well that organic farming 
means more than using organic matter—rock fertilizers like phos- 
phate rock, granite dust, greensand and lime (all inorganic but 
natural products) are also strongly recommended. 

Dean Throckmorton of Kansas State College, author of the 
article, was informed of this misstatement. His reply was that he 
wasn’t talking about the organic farmers represented by J. I. 
Rodale, but about an extreme branch of the organic farming move- 
ment. In answer, I will say honestly that never in my experience 
have I talked to an organic farmer who wouldn’t use lime, which 
is certainly not organic. And I have never heard an organic farmer 
speak against other rock fertilizers. 

In its reprinted version that statement was slightly changed. 
“The dogma in its extreme form,” it was said, “is a flat claim that 
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organic matter alone is the answer to better crops and improved 
nutrition.” The editors realized the unfairness and untruth of the 
original statement and changed it but they did not correct its 
injustice. There is still no mention of the inorganic natural ferti- 
lizers in the article and the reader is led to believe that organic 
farming means using only organic fertilizer. 

Is such a wiggly-worded statement an approach to the truth, 
or is it an attempt to hide the defects of chemical agriculture 
behind a screen of wrath? 

And the myth is perpetuated several paragraphs later when 
it is said that “Soil organic matter alone does not solve all soil- 
fertility needs.” 


Man Must Be on the Alert 

In two previous issues—October, 1951 and June, 1952—we 
have answered factually the charges in Dean Throckmorton’s 
article. To do so again would be to risk burdening our readers 
with repetition. (For reaction of organic farmers to the article, 
we point to the reader’s letters department in this issue and in 
the issue of October, 1951.) 

But never can it be said too often that science and civilization 
itself must be on the alert for methods and ideas that will insure 
continuing crop production and public health. An attitude like 
that expressed in the Reader’s Digest article closes off an avenue 
of investigation which many people feel offers an excellent solution 
to many farming problems. 

And, despite what Dean Throckmorton says, agriculture does 
have problems. 

Insects are causing more trouble every month. Every season 
more powerful insecticides are put on the market. And the insects 
continue to build up resistance to them. 

The result is that food in stores is carrying larger doses of 
poisons than ever before. Congress has investigated the situation 
and has called for more strict laws governing insecticides sales. 

There are by recent count 14,000 organic farmers in this 
country—people who use no chemicals and no poison sprays and 
who find the results profitable. 

‘Talk to some of those people, Dean Throckmorton and the 
editors of the Reader’s Digest. Talk to them and open your minds 
to the thought that possibly artificial chemicals are not the whole 
answer. Nature holds the fate of man in her grasp. 
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Nurserymen of the University of Montana apply 25 tons of shavings and sawdust per acre, 
This practice improves newly seeded beds and prevents soil compaction and dust. 


J _ : < - 


Two years ago the fruit trees in the Lovejoy orchard, York County, Maine, were mulched 
with four bales per tree. The above trees are 12 years old. 
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Wood Chips 
For the 


New Agriculture 


Wood chippers have made the 
forest a mine of fertility. 


Photos and text by the Soil Conservation Service 


OR many years farmers have used 

sawdust and shavings for cattle 
bedding, for poultry litter and for 
mulching. More recently, they have 
found that wood in mulches and soil 
amendments helps improve soil struc- 
ture and produces better crops. 

Wood chips are low in cost. Under 
favorable conditions, they can be pro- 
duced for about $5 a ton, including 
costs of labor, materials and main- 
tenance and depreciation of the wood 
chipping machine. This compares 
favorably with costs of other material 
used for bedding, litter and mulch. 

A New York dairyman reported 
that he saved $5,000 the first winter 
he replaced straw with wood chips 
under his 56 milkers and 54 head of 
other stock. Savings of $180 per acre 
in five years were noted by an apple 
orchardist who mulched with wood 
chips instead of straw. Poultrymen 
have found that small wood chips 
makes desirable litter. 

A wood mulch on blueberry bushes 
has doubled production over that 
obtained with straw, and tripled yields 
obtained with no mulch. During a 
recent dry summer, a Maine apple 
grower found that 65 per cent of the 
apples from wood-mulched trees meas- 
ured more than two and one-half 
inches in diameter. Only 30 per cent 
of the apples from unmulched trees 
had reached that size. 
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Wood chips are used as a mulch on a young 
raspberry plantation, and have added pro- 


ductivity and life to the soil. 





Wood chips are applied 
patch on New York farm. 
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Do Germs Cause Disease? 


The real cause of animal disease is not the microbe, 
says this clear-thinking scientist. Man’s domestication 
and subjugation of animals has robbed their vitality. 


Newman Turner 


LEFT university with the deep be- 

wilderment about animal diseases, 
which I imagine is common to all 
agricultural and veterinary students. 
The only certain thing about animal 
diseases seemed to be man’s inability 
to prevent or cure most of them. It 
was not until I had experienced these 
diseases in my own herd and started 
at the beginning in my attempt to 
eliminate and prevent them, instead 
of accepting the diseases and treating 
them as inevitable, that I discovered 
the root cause of most of them. Until 
in fact I discovered that there is only 
one disease of animals and its name 
is man! 

The solution was then simple. If 
I could get the animals back to a life 
as nearly as economically practicable 
to what it was before man perverted 
them to his own use, and provide them 
as fully as possible with all the require- 
ments of health available under 
natural conditions, it was reasonable 
to assume that health would be re- 
stored and maintained. 

That in fact has been my experience, 
and in this section of the book. I 
publish the treatments evolved from 
this assumption, which have been 
proved effective when used by farmers 
themselves on their own cattle in all 
parts of the world. 

This article is a chapter from Newman Turner's 


new book Herdsmanship published by Faber and 
Faber, Lid. 
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But first let me give you some of my 
experiences which led to the discovery 
of the simple natural cures for diseases 
which have hitherto seemed incurable 
by the involved methods of orthodox 
veterinary science. I have previously 
written about the diseases which 
drained my resources and nearly ruin- 
ed two herds of cattle; how artificial 
manures were dispensed with entirely 
and how manuring entirely by natural 
means and feeding my cattle mainly 
on organically grown food and herbs, 
I restored my herd and my farm to 
health and abundance from the stage 
when 75 per cent of my animals were 
suffering from contagious abortion, 
sterility, tuberculosis and mastitis. 

I spent large sums of money on 
vaccination and the orthodox veter- 
inary treatment of sterility, and the 
only result was increasing disease. 
Some cows aborted their calves as 
often as three times after being vac- 
cinated, and one after another the 


cows were declared by the veterinary . 


surgeon to be useless and incapable 
of further breeding after he had 
applied a succession of orthodox treat- 
ments and failed. He told me that I 
should never be safe from these 
diseases until I adopted a system of 
regular vaccination of all my cattle 
as they reached the age of six months; 
I must also fatten and sell the sterile 
animals and tuberculosis reactors. In 
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Newman Turner’s own cows are strong and healthy as a result of the natural techniques 
he uses in their care and treatment. 


spite of pressure, I resisted all this 
advice, largely because I had not the 
capital to replace the “useless” animals 
which I was advised to dispose of, and 
partly because I was in any case be- 
coming convinced that we had been 
tackling disease from the wrong end. 
When 25 per cent of my cattle con- 
tinued normal and healthy lives in 
the midst of millions of bacteria of 
all kinds, I became convinced that the 
much-maligned bacteria were not the 
primary factor in the cause of disease. 
After many years’ working on that 
assumption, with the gradual elimin- 
ation of so-called contagious diseases 
from my farm, although I am regular- 
ly taking diseased animals in for 
treatment, I have reached the con- 
clusion that bacteria are not only not 
the main cause of disease, or abnor- 
mality in the body, but Nature’s chief 
means of combating it. What we 
choose to call harmful bacteria are 
ineffective or inactive except where 
the abnormal conditions exist to make 
their work necessary. If we allow them 
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their natural function, to clear up a 
diseased condition, and do not con- 
tinue the malpractices which gave rise 
to the abnormality, leaving the body 
entirely free of external sustenance 
until the cleansing work of the bac- 
teria is done, correcting deficiencies 
only with natural herbs, and then only 
introducing the patient to natural 
food grown with organic manuring, 
good health is the natural outcome. 

In experimenting with that disease 
of the cow’s udder, mastitis, I have 
taken the discharges of cows suffering 
from it and applied the virulent bac- 
teria to the udders of healthy cows, 
with no ill effect whatever to the 
healthy cow. This is a disease which 
is said to be spread from one cow to 
another by invasion of the udder with 
bacilli. Strict germicidal measures are 
claimed to be the most effective form 
of prevention and treatment, yet mas- 
titis is costing the farmer more and 
more every year. 

My own cows suffered most severely 


(Continued on page 46) 
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Burke Davis 


HE wholesale, and perhaps reck- 

less, use of new insecticides has 
made North Carolina one of the most 
“poisonous” states of the union, and 
may have made serious inroads on the 
public health, a North Carolina doctor 
says. 

One of the largest packers of veg- 
tables and baby foods has quit buy- 
ing food in the state, especially 
peaches and peanuts, since tests of 
these have shown heavy residue of 
DDT and other insecticides. 

In almost every county of the 
state’s big fertilizer belt in the East 
and Piedmont, there are instances of 
farmers and animals dying from insect 
spraying—often in convulsions. 


DDT In Tissue 

State College researchers, just be- 
ginning to check on the possible dead- 
ly effects of these poisons upon human 
beings, have found that two of the 
three people tested in postmortems 
showed DDT in their tissue. 

(On a national basis, the Pure Food 
and Drug Administration, testing 75 
samples of human tissue, found DDT 
residues in 62 cases.) 

A scientist in Dallas, suspecting its 
presence in most foods on the market 
today, bought meat and milk at ran- 
dom on Texas markets, and discovered 
DDT in all these commodities he 
bought. 

This situation, though it has not 
yet aroused the public, has one deter- 
mined young physician in this town 
on the warpath. He is Dr. Robert 
Mobbs, a Massachusetts native who 
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“Trouble 
in North Carolina 


From Greensboro Daily News 


interned in a Charlotte hospital be- 
fore settling here to practice. He has 
been digging into the mysteries of in- 
secticides, and battling against odds, 
for more than five years. 

It has already cost him heavily in 
his practice, he says, and in his forays 
to all parts of the country, investigat- 
ing deaths and talking to experts, he 
has spent much of his early-practice 
income. 

Mobbs was caught up by the 
problem in 1947. “A young patient 
came in while I was interning,” he 
says, ‘‘a tough boy named Eddie Allen. 
He'd crashed his plane while crop- 
dusting, and was pretty badly broken 
up. In addition to broken bones, he 
had a virus-like infection we couldn’t 
understand. He’d been dusting with 
some sort of DDT. We put down the 
virus to the insecticide—and he had a 
close call from it, I'll tell you. It 
struck me that he had more trouble 
with the damages of the spray itself 
than with his crash.” 


Young Girl Killed 

When Mobbs came here, one of 
his early cases led him again to in- 
secticides. He just happened to land 
in a town where are located two of the 
largest insecticide plants in the region. 

Of one of them he says: “The plant 
used exhaust fans to protect its em- 
ployees from the dust and fumes, and 
these emptied into the outside air. A 
young girl, living about 100 yards 
from the plant, died one day, in con- 
vulsions. I was convinced the insecti- 
cides were to blame. I asked federal 
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The state using more 


artificial fertilizers than any other 


is suffering badly from spray poisoning—an 


interesting parallel. The same thing could happen all over. 


agencies for help. Pure Food and 
Drug, the Department of Agriculture, 
the Public Health Service—all told me 
they couldn’t help, because they had 
no authority. They couldn’t interfere 
with the rights of a state. 


No Money For It 

“I asked North Carolina health 
authorities to help. Dr. Norton said 
there was no money for such check- 
ing, and that it wasn’t his affair. We 
got no help. Finally, working with 
another doctor here, we got a post- 
mortem on the young girl. We found 
perforations of the stomach, and 
pneumonia in the lungs. The poisons 
from the nearby plant were found to 
be a mixture of DDT, benzine hex- 
achloride, and sulphur. 

“This benzine compounded is very 
deadly—a pure form of it is called 
lindane. You may not know it, but 
it is now used in almost every pro- 
gressive restaurant, where it is vapor- 
ized, to kill the insects which may 
come in. 

“The trouble is that this deadly 
killer, like almost all other new ones, 
hasn’t been adequately tested. No one, 
anywhere, has done thorough tests. I 
know. I went to Duke, and to Har- 
vard, and to all kinds of government 
agencies, and to the chemical firms 
all over the country. 


No Checks 
“In every case, the manufacturer 
says that these tests are the govern- 
ment’s responsibility, not theirs. In 
each case, I was sent to some ‘author- 
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ity’ who had checked some new 
poison. I always found there had 
been no check. After years of public 
assumption that the Pure Food and 
Drug people had checked on all these 
deadly new poisons, I found that this 
agency had no control of them at all, 
and was helpless to prevent them 
from going on the market, at any 
stage. There is now no way to require 
adequate tests.” 

Mobbs went over much of the 
country seeking answers to simple 
questions, “What happens when you 
breathe parathion?” (This is a power- 
ful new killer, developed by the Ger- 
mans as a wartime poison gas, now 
used extensively against insects on 
tobacco and cotton crops.) 

No one knew what happened. 


Put To Work 

“This is typical,” Mobbs says. 
“About parathion they knew nothing. 
No one knew. Yet it was being used 
everywhere, and still is. That’s the 
way Americans are doing things now. 
If this gas will kill people, they 
reason, then it ought to kill bugs. 
They've put it to work.” 

This Spring parathion killed two 
young white men almost at the same 
time, as they worked their tobacco 
fields in Latta, S. C., and Tabor City, 
N. C. Mobbs talked to a reporter at 
the time of their deaths, and the re- 
port went out that this parathion was 
captured by U. S. soldiers in the last 
days of the Third Reich. This 
brought official attention. 

(Continued on page 47) 
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An unusual type of glass 
becomes an efficient and 
safe source of vitally needed 


trace elements. 


Report from Industry * 


Reprinted from 


CIENTISTS of agricultural re- 

search are becoming more and 
more concerned with the value of the 
so-called trace elements. 

The term trace element, or micro- 
nutrient, is applied to elements which 
are needed in plant growth in minute 
quantities while the major elements, 
or macronutrients, are needed in 
larger amounts. Although trace ele- 
ments are needed by plants in very 
small quantities in comparison to 
major elements, they are nevertheless 
just as essential to growth or repro- 
duction. A limited supply or an ex- 
cess of one or more of the trace ele- 
ments in a harmful form may limit 
growth of the plant considerably. 
Trace elements commonly found to 
be deficient in many soils include iron, 
manganese, boron, zinc, cobalt, cop- 
per, molybdenum and iodine. 


Increased Need 
Most soils originally contained a 
sufficient supply of these elements 
to sustain normal plant growth, but, 


Farm Chemicals 


because of an intensive farming pro- 
gram and use of mechanized equip- 
ment, they are not being returned to 
the soil and deficiencies are occurring. 
Trace elements are necessarily requir- 
ed as ferilizer applications when 1. soil 
tests show they are absent, 2. certain 
crops have special requirements for 
any one of the elements, 3. plants 
make poor or abnormal growth and 
4. when soils contain active com- 
pounds to an excess that react chem- 
ically with the trace elements and 
thereby make them unavailable to the 
plants. 

Normal method of supplying these 
trace elements has been to incorporate 
them in a standard chemical fertilizer 
which also contained major elements, 
and add to the soil in the normal fer- 
tilization program. It is possible also 
to supply trace elements as an addi- 
tion to the soil separate from chemical 
fertilizers or to add them to plant 
foliage in the form of nutritional 
sprays. 


*The farmer, like any other businessman, must keep up with develop- 
ments of industry. For that reason, we feel that it is important that 
news of new products and techniques be published. However, we want 
readers to realize that the only news of a new product comes from the 
company producing it, not always a completely objective source. We 
DO vouch for all facts that are within our power to check, and for all 


the basic principles put forth 
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Most trace elements used to date, 
as soil additives or as foliage sprays, 
have been in the form of soluble salts. 
For plants to receive nutritive value 
from salts used as soil additives it is 
necessary for the salts to be readily 
soluble in water and to be taken up 
by plant roots in solution. 

This creates some disadvantages. 
For instance, as soon as the salts go 
into solution they can react chemical- 





receives only partial value from the 
total amount of element applied to 
the soil surface. 

Five years ago the idea was brought 
to the Ferro Corporation, Cleveland, 
Ohio, to develop a trace element ma- 
terial that would overcome some of 
the disadvantages cited. The idea was 
to make a high temperature fused ma- 
terial which was relatively insoluble 
but which still would supply trace 





Yield of equal rows of a potato experiment are shown in this photo. The row treated with 
equivalent of 200 pounds per acre of Frit increased the yield approximately 40 per cent 
over that from the untreated row. 


ly with the soil compounds and be- 
come what is termed “fixed,” or un- 
available to plant growth. In other 
words, the trace elements are “locked 
up” in the soil and the only advan- 
tages a plant receives from these salts 
are before the complete chemical 
change is made. 


Soil Type 
Another influencing factor is the 
type of soil. In light or sandy soil 
soluble salts soon are dissipated 
through the subsoil. Then the plant 
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elements to plant growth. The com- 
pany was brought into the picture 
because of manufacturing facilities on 
hand and its experience in ceramic 
fusions in the porcelain enamel in- 
dustry. 

The theory was followed that a 
trace element material should be rela- 
tively insoluble in water to prevent 
elements from being lost to plant 
growth by leaching. Low solubility 
also would prevent trace elements 
from being made unavailable to plant 

(Continued on page 49) 
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The Netherlands 


Profits From 





Our Dutch friends are giving 


new vitality to their soil with 


organic fertilizer composted 


Town Wa stes | from the garbage of her cities. 


Robert Ettinger 


Photos Courtesy of The Dutch Covernment 


HE enterprising Dutch have suc- 
"T cesstutly shown that city garbage 
need not be burned or dumped, but 
that it can easily and mechanically be 
turned into good organic fertilizer. 
While most American cities seem to 
be sitting back and waiting for a short- 
cut solution, the Dutch have waded 
directly into the problem and have 
accepted nothing less than uncondi- 
tional surrender from the mighty gar- 
bage can and its troublesome contents. 

What the Dutch have done at their 
garbage composting plant at Wyster 
has been declared impossible by many 









After discharge, the fresh refuse is sprinkled with water 
to promote decomposition. 


cities all over the world, especially 
those situated in areas where farm 
land is not at a premium. They are 
converting into compost city wastes 
that contain only 20 to 60 per cent 
organic matter—the rest being ashes 
and other trash. They are using the 
simplest methods possible. The gar- 
bage is merely piled up in large heaps, 
sprinkled and removed when it has 
decayed. The compost then goes 
through a grinding and cleaning 
operation. 

The fact that farming thought in 
this country has placed primary em- 
phasis on chemicals for 
so many years has done 
more than make sure 
that large amounts of 
chemicals are used. A 
more damaging result 
has been that attention 
is drawn away from nat- 
ural organic resources— 
like garbage. Not so in 
other countries which 
are now experiencing 
land shortages that will 
hit us 25 years from now. 

To begin with, half of 
the land in the Nether- 
lands that is under cul- 
tivation, is used as pas- 
ture land, and the re- 
maining half provides 
only 0.6 acre per in- 
habitant. This is very 
little as compared with 
other countries. The un- 
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cultivated land must © 
be reserved for city 

growth, highways, 

and recreation areas, 

thus limiting the 

amount of soil that 

can be cultivated for 

food produce. These 
facts tell us that every 
inch of cultivated soil 
must be rich and fer- 
tile if the Nether- 
lands are to survive. 
They have not the 
foreign currency to 
import a great deal of 
food, and must there- 
fore produce their 
own. 

The Dutch people 
realize that the plant 
producing capacity of 
the soil is dependent 
upon physical factors 
such as the percent- 
age of water (drain- 
age, infiltration) , the 
presence of hardpans 
and the soil structure. 

A good soil struc- 
ture can only be ac- 
quired and maintain- 
ed by regular use of 
organic manures. 
Humus and bacterial 
life are the two main 
necessities for good 
soil structure. 

In former years before artificial ma- 
nures were used, composts and stable 
manures were the only fertilizers at 
the disposal of Hollanders. All the 
town wastes went to the land in the 
form of composts (the so called town 
compost mixed with night soil). As 
a result the physical condition of the 
soil was correct. With the introduc- 
tion of artificial fertilizers, the Dutch 
farmers enjoyed crop increase and a 
prosperity that was based on unsound 
practices. They soon discovered that 
neglecting to return organic matter to 
the soil could not be substituted for 
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November, 1958 


A train with town refuse just after arriving at the Wyster 


The grass yield of two test plots of sandy soil are shown 
on the left without compost and on the right with com- 
post. 


(8 tons per acre.) 





plant. 


natural organic material; hence the 
production of organic humus from 
town wastes was reborn. It is inter- 
esting and perhaps surprising to many 
that the Netherlands were not con- 
scious of their soil deterioration at 
the very beginning of the advent of 
artificial fertilizers. It was in a slow 
stealthy manner that the soil became 
infertile and it was only recently rea- 
lized. Nowadays it is generally agreed 
upon that more attention should be 
paid to the supply of organic matter 
to arable land. It has been proved by 
the results of the test-plots and in 
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The loading of a ship with compost made from town 
refuse at the Wyster plant. 


The storage place of the town refuse at the Wyster plant. 


Ltd., (V.A.M.) was 
formed by the Dutch 
government in 1932. 
This company found- 
ed a business for con- 
version of town wastes 
into compost at Wy- 
ster in the Province of 
Drenthe. 

The late Mr. van 
Maanen put into 
practice the system of 
composting now used 
by the V.A.M. Mr. 
van Maanen was of 
the opinion that 
moisture, rather than 
air, was the basic 
factor needed to com- 
post Dutch town 
refuse. Owing to the 
large number of 
empty tins, bottles, 
boxes, etc., the refuse 
is sufficiently aerated. 
By moistening the 
refuse, considerably 
quicker and better 
fermentation is ob 
tained and the re- 


There is an empty viaduct on the left, and a filled one sult is a better de- 


on the right. 


practice by this means that the pro- 
duction of arable land can be raised 
considerably with humus while it is 
impossible by using artificial fertil- 
izers. 

The difficulty is getting sufficient or- 
ganic manure. Even when the most is 
made of the resources of organic 
matter which a farm possesses (stable 
manure, liquid manure, green manure, 
composting or organic refuse of the 
farm) there is still a large deficit of 
organic matter in the soil. To a con- 
siderable extent this deficiency can be 
supplied if the town wastes can once 
more be turned into manure. In order 
to advance and possibly realize this 
object, the Refuse Disposal Company, 


composed, more ho- 
mogenous product. The watering in- 
stallation in the works at Wyster must 
be looked upon as an essential part 
of the system applied by the V.A.M. 
Part of the watering is done with per- 
colated and _ bacteria-rich water. 
Twenty-four hours after the sprink- 
ling the temperature has risen to 140 
or 158 degrees. These high tempera- 
tures have the advantage of killing 
germs, nematodes and the seeds of 
most weeds. 

This system is based on the follow- 
ing principals: 

1. Manual labor must be avoided 
as much as possible, not only for hy- 
gienic and aesthetic reasons, but also 

(Continued on page 51) 
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Can Selective Breeding Make Bigger Worms? 
Perhaps earthworms could be bred bigger and more powerful in the same 
way plant varieties are improved by selective breeding. This eight foot six 
inch worm from Gippsland, Australia, can do a lot more soil building than a 
puny Northern model. Because of better living conditions for worms in the 
tropics they grow to astounding sizes in the warm regions. Experimental effort 
toward increasing the size and effectiveness of earthworms would certainly pay 

off. The worm has done much for farmers, and should not be slighted. 
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Rats Can 
Be Almost 


Human 


(Continued from page 11) 


grandparents, back to God knows what 
degree of great-greatness, had already 
been the recipients of this highly 
vitaminized and mineralized diet. 

I regretted that we had not captur- 
ed some of the early rats and had 
their blood tested so that we could 
have a comparison with that of our 
present-day patterns of superior excel- 
lence in rat feeding. In fact there is 
still an opportunity to make a com- 
parison of our rats with those in the 
barns of neighboring farmers. I will 
stack my rats against those of any 
other farmer for fifty miles around. 

This is what made me take stock of 
the health of my own family for we 
were eating food produced in the 
same manner as these lucky rats. We 
suddenly realized that we too had 
benefited a great deal in our health. 
We were having less colds and head- 
aches and we were all feeling general- 
ly much better than we had been be- 
fore. It gave us a great deal of com- 
fort to think that as the years went on 
and we continued not only to eat 
organically grown foods; but foods 
that would be continuously and pro- 
gressively better because of the addi- 
tional organic matter and rock dusts 
that we would use on this farm, our 
health would progressively improve 
with it. 

I feel that it is possible that the bet- 
ter food has also improved the men- 
tality of my rats. But here I want to 
qualify my enthusiasm. Until the 
proper, scientific tests are made I am 
only mentioning this as a possibility. 
I do not want to be like the organic 
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farmer that I heard about who told 
another organic farmer about it, who 
told it to me, that he had given organ- 
ically produced eggs to his minister 
and that in a few weeks time he was 
preaching better sermons. In the same 
way, there are stories of smart rats 
that I do not want to compete with. 
For example I recently read in the 
newspapers that rats had broken into 
some bags of peanuts in a warehouse 
and then stole salt from a restaurant 
in the next building and made them- 
selves salted peanuts. Rats are smart 
to begin with, constitutionally, al- 
though it is possible that the previous 
farmer’s rats were unconstitutional. 


But seriously, I can see an obvious 
advantage from all this rat business 
and I got my idea from a method once 
suggested by Roger Babson. He said 
if you wish to settle in a healthful 
community go first to the cemeteries 
and see the age of the dead people as 
indicated on the tombstones. In the 
same way I say that if you wish to pur- 
chase a farm and would like to know 
a quick way to find whether the soil 
on that farm is fertile, examine the 
barn rats. This will be a powerful 
and infallible indication of it. 

In my consideration of this experi- 
ence with rats I went a step further. 
Something about the organic food 
had improved their character. When 
I threatened that rat’s life with the 
dangerous missile I flung at him with 
not a little speed, he was not angered. 
My rats no longer were savage. They 
did not snarl. They were more satis- 
fied with their lot. They were prob- 
ably even glad that they were rats, 
which is saying a great deal for this 
method of producing food. When I 
translated all this in terms of people, 
I became startled with its far-reaching 
implications. I began to see that we 
must now divide people into two clas- 
sifications—those who buy their food 
in the usual grocery channels and 
those who get it organically produced. 
In the second classification, for ex- 
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ample, I must include Gloria Swan- 
son who, when she is away from the 
usual sources of organically produced 
foods in California, has them flown to 
her as far as New York City. One can 
easily see from her recent experience 
with her part in a Broadway produc- 
tion that she was intelligent enough 
to have a mind of her own and the 
courage of her convictions to tell the 
manager that she thought the lines of 
the play, in her opinion, were not too 
clever. 

The potentialities of improving the 
food of statesmen, ministers, military 
men, labor leaders, criminals, educa- 
tors and other persons who are im- 
portant to the proper functioning of 
our civilization, assumes tremendous 
significance. Can you imagine what 
would happen if John L. Lewis ate a 
one hundred per cent organic diet? 
The miners would have to look for 
another leader because he would be- 
come too peaceably inclined. The 
only way for him under those condi- 
tions to keep his job would be to 
force all the coal miners also to eat 
an organic diet. Then they could sit 
down together at a meeting and give 
each other their shirts. 

The experience with my rats, and 
the thought that people could be just 
like them, came home to me with 
forceful emphasis a few days ago when 
the car that I was driving came to a 
stop about four feet beyond a stop 
sign. I did bring my car to a stop, 
however. An automobile coming from 
the left suddenly came to a stop in 
front of my car so that I could not 
move. The man’s mouth began to 
move violently, cursing a blue streak 
I am sure. He probably was using 
some very bad words, with his lips 
snarling furiously. 

“What did I mean by going beyond 
this stop sign?” he was probably say- 
ing in between the curses. 

S@ | expected him and his whole car 
to explode any minute in the heat of 
his tigerish wrath. But I sat there like 





a gentleman, not even making faces 
back at him. I am too well-nourished 
for that. To tell you the truth, I am 
so well-nourished through my organic 
diet, that when a motorist breaks the 
worst rules in the traffic-law book in 
tussles with my car, I usually smile at 
him as if to say, “Well, I’m sure you 
did not do it deliberately and I gladly 
forgive you your sin. In fact possibly 
my driving had something to do with 
your unfortunate mishap.” 

Well here was this under-nourished 
man still swearing away, not permit- 
ting my car to move and you will not 
believe the thought that suddenly 
came into my mind. I looked at his 
face but instead of the face of a man 
I saw that of a rat, and I do not mean 
the word in its disrespectful sense. It 
was only a symbolic image. But I saw 
him clearly as one of the early, savage, 
starved barn rats that I had inherited 
from the previous farmer. There it 
was as plain as day, with its elongated 
nose and rodent-like whiskers quiver- 
ing threateningly. I could not dissolve 
the mirage, and distinctly saw a rat 
cursing at me for all he was worth. 
Then I became sad because I saw the 
man as the victim of a system that 
had put him in a class, from a nutri- 
tional point of view, lower than my 
present, healthy barn rats. 

How many thousands of other 
nervous and vicious persons are going 
round our cities, whose nervousness 
and viciousness are merely an expres- 
sion of the degree of mediocrity of our 
food crops, crops which shouldn’t even 
be fed to a rat. How many of these 
people are entrusted with important 
positions in Government, business, 
labor, education, the church and 


other departments of daily life which © 


mean so much to our welfare. I began 
to think that if we could raise all our 
food organically, what a wonderful 
world this could become, with people 
never snarling at each other and be- 
coming easier to live with, so that if 
a person does step a few feet beyond a 
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stop sign it will not raise the blood- 
pressure of any witnesses to the crime. 

But it will take more than organic 
eggs to make ministers preach better 
sermons. It will require a whole or- 
ganic diet, and years of it, to show its 
effect on the minister’s brain. But I 
am deadly certain, from my observa- 
tions, that a completely organic diet 
can raise the mental level of our 
world. There is much evidence in 
conservative medical research that 
nutrition is an important factor in 
the development of brain-power. 

In approaching the problem of 
nutrition we must remember that 
even the wealthy, with all their 
money, and with all their full and 
rounded out diets, may still be suf- 
fering from malnutrition. You might 
eat at a Park Avenue Hotel and en- 
joy its aesthetic environment, but be 
worse off dietetically than someone 
who is dining at a one-arm cafeteria. I 
recall about seven years ago I visited 
the purchasing agent of one of New 
York’s swankiest hotels and drew to 
his attention the nutritional value of 
food raised by the organic method. 
The prices they charge at this hostelry 
are so high that they can afford to give 
their customers the best. He answered 
me by bringing out one of the toma- 
toes they served in their dining-rooms. 
It was so large that I was taken aback. 
They came from New Jersey, he said, 
and the hotel paid a high premium 
for them. They were probably forced 
chemically to such an extent that the 
eating of them undid all the good 
created by living according to the 
rules of health. They were merely 
bulk, just as the bulk or hulk of some 
of the dowagers who frequented these 
places and who look as if they are 
good livers but whose livers tell a 
different story. From that time on, 
whenever I had to go to New York 
I always ate at Child’s. 


Earthworms 
There is another little animal on a 





farm which I am sure would be a 
reliable indicator of the fertility of 
that farm’s soil. It is the earthworm. 
We have much evidence showing that 
on organically run farms there are 
more earthworms than where chem- 
ical fertilizers and poison sprays are 
used. In fact I know of chemicalized 
potato farms where so much poison 
spray is used that one cannot find a 
single earthworm in their soil. Now, 
the farmer cannot afford to lose the 
help of this little creature which 
aerates the soil as it burrows in it, 
which makes drainage holes for rain 
to penetrate but which most import- 
ant of all, eats the soil as it goes 
through it, mixing it with valuable 
ingredients of its digestive system and 
ejecting it as manure or castings. On 
a fertile piece of land the entire top- 
soil will pass through the bodies of 
earthworms in a few years time and 
become greatly enriched. There is a 
valuable dividend which a farmer can 
draw every year which has been com- 
pletely overlooked and that is, the 
amount of castings voided by earth- 
worms per acre per year. In terms of 
fertilizer applications the amount is 
terrific. In the case of chemical fer- 
tilizers the amount applied per acre 
per year is usually from a few hundred 
pounds to about a thousand. In the 
case of organic farmers the usual 
amount is from one to three tons of 
organic matter. But the earthworms 
on a piece of land well-supplied with 
organic matter may give as high as 
two or three tons of castings per acre 
per year, and the castings are prob- 
ably richer than the average manure 
used. 

Now what am I driving at with all 
this earthworm talk in a rat article? 
It is just this: that just as there are 
different stages of health in the rats on 
different farms depending on the kind 
of food the farmer feeds them, so is 
there an effect in the health of the 
earthworms on various pieces of soil, 
depending on the fertilizers used. 
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Tremendous Increase in 1952 Sales 


Means We Need Help to Distribute 
The Wonder Organic Fertilizer... 





coseeeeeH0@ Are Two Amazing Facts About FER+TR-EL Sales 


In the first 9 months of 1952, 87.% of those who ordered 


Fer+Tr—El Sales were 33.9% 
Higher than in all of 1951! 


Fer+Tr—El in 1951, re-order- 
ed in 1951 in larger quantities! 


NEW YORK, NEW JERSEY, PENNSYLVANIA, MARYLAND DEALERS 


We are appointing representatives in every 
county of each of the above states for the 
sale and distribution of Fer+Tr—El. But... 


first let us tell you why Fer+Tr—El has been 
so popular ...why more people are ordering 
... why those who used it are ordering more! 


FER+TR—EL HAS EVERYTHING IN ONE PACKAGE 


This amazing soil conditioner has (1) MAJOR ELEMENTS: 
Nitrogen, Phosphate and Potash; (2) SECONDARY ELEMENTS: 
Calcium and Magnesium; (3) TRACE ELEMENTS: Boron, 
Manganese, Iron, Copper, Iodine and many, many more; (4) 
ORGANIC MATTER: animal and vegetable matter for the 
manufacture of humus in the soil! 


No other natural fertilizer compares with Fer+Tr—El 


HERE’S WHAT WE OFFER YOU 


We will negotiate a franchise in your county. 
This franchise protects you on sales made in 
your territory. Discounts are liberal. Only 
requirement is that a small stock be carried 
for purpose of immediate delivery to cus- 
tomers. 


Send in your application today ... be the first 
in your county to apply for the Fer+Tr—El 
franchise. Write today...supply the follow- 
ing information: (1) Name and address, in- 


Become A 
Fer -|-Tr—El Dealer 


Apply ... Today 
Sea = NIE 


November, 1952 


cluding county; (2) State whether you are in 
business now; (3) Tell what business you are 
in; (4) Say whether you farm and what the 
size of your farm is; (5) Let us know your 
background and knowledge of soil conditions 
and fertilizing methods; (6) State whether 
you have a working knowledge of the organic 
method. 


Supply any other information you think will 
help us. All applications are confidential! 


Organic Gardens 


9201 BELAIR ROAD 





PHONE BOULEVAR™ 777?5M 
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Some fertilizers are more caustic and 
poisonous than others, killing and dis- 
couraging the earthworms. On organic 
farms the organic matter applied is 
specific food for the earthworm. He 
thrives and multiplies on it. Now if 
a person is thinking of purchasing a 
farm he should not only examine the 
barn rats but he should likewise care- 
fully inspect some of the earthworms. 
Perhaps he should submit a few to a 
university zoologist for a test of its 
metabolism. If half of the earthworms 
on a chemicalized farm are suffering 
from constipation you can imagine 
what it is going to mean in the annual 
balance sheet of the soil’s nutrient 
make-up. A constipated earthworm 
on an organic farm is unheard of. 
From an economic point of view let 
us consider the cash value of earth- 
worm castings for they are much 
sought after by florists and nursery- 
men and at least $1.00 a pound is paid 
for them. On a farm in which the 
earthworms are producing only a ton 
of castings per acre per year, the sales 
value would be $2,000.00, for only one 
acre of earthworm activity. In my 
opinion the casting away by the chem- 
ical farmer of these free dividends is 
one of the most colossal blunders of 
present-day agriculture. The organic 
farmer who keeps building up his 
soil, after about twelve years of such 
practice will suddenly discover that he 
has reared an establishment in which 
he has millions of healthy earthworms 
working for him, and cases are known 
where farmers have stopped using fer- 
tilizers of any kind for about five 
years for that reason at such a point. 


A few years ago I was walking down 
Fifth Avenue on the outside of Cen- 
tral Park when I suddenly heard 
childish voices shouting, “Snake! 
Snake!” Rushing over to some child- 
ren who were digging in the soil I 
found that what had frightened them 
was a small earthworm. After I had 
calmed their fears I gazed at the mis- 
erable creature that had almost scared 
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the wits out of them and had to smile. 
It was not only not a snake but one 
of the poorest specimens of a debilitat- 
ed earthworm I had ever seen, slow- 
moving and not caring whether school 
kept or not. Now, this is what I mean 
by an earthworm whose health is af- 
fected by the treatment the soil gets 
in which it has to live. This little fel- 
low lived in a strip of soil next to the 
avenue which receives heavy doses of 
carbon monoxide and other danger- 
ous gases from the exhaust of the 
thousands of automobiles that pass its 
habitat every day. Its metabolism is 
at a low ebb. It probably does not 
move its bowels every day like a 
healthy earthworm should. You could 
see it without the zoologist’s magni- 
fying glass. 

What I am trying to say is that 
good agriculture begets healthy and 
more numerous earthworms and chem- 
ical agriculture either kills off the 
earthworm entirely or seriously affects 
its health. A sick earthworm does not 
have the appetite of a healthy one. It 
eats less and voids less. 

The subject of rats and earthworms 
may not be palatable to some persons, 
but if, with their aid, we are going to 
help the human race see dramatically 
the effect of a healthy diet upon the 
human body then let us have more 
laboratory rats and more earthy earth- 
worms. Such a return will pay for all 
the damage which this vicious species, 
(and I am talking now only of the 
rat) has inflicted on the human race. 


Foods for Life 


(Continued from page 14) 


the usual line of health food items. 
This campaign to educate the public 
extended over a period of two years 
and included a personal appearance 
and talk by Gloria Swanson, stage 
celebrity and organic food enthusiast. 
Finally a Board of Directors was 
chosen, funds were raised, and the 
project launched. 
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, ? Try the New Whiz-Mix 
al : Wonderful Electrical Aid to Better Nutrition 


in Mixes, Juices, Liquefies, Blends, Chops, Emulsifies 


oe only $ D550 


I- Wonderful new Whiz-Mix does anything any similiar appliance at 
1e any price can possibly do... yet think of it—-sells for only $25.50! 
of a. If yeu’ve leoked at other units... at up to 100% higher price... 
fa a you'll know what Whiz-Mix can and will do. Superb, quality con- 
T- , 5 struction. 
1e : Try the Whiz-Mix for 10 days... if it’s not everything we say it 
ts Fes is, yeur meney will be cheerfully refunded. Thousands have tried 
. ag ... NONE have returned it... get yeur Whiz-Mix for better nu- 
1S , trition and greater food enjoyment. Use the coupon below to order 
yt ... TODAY! 
a SSSSSSSoSossosssesssosseseseecosoooocoooscossoeoseseeooooooes 
d : CHRISTMAS SPECIALTY FOR THE HOME 
i- SSCS EEE EEE Eee ee 
MUSICAL CHURCH WINDOW 
it Adds genuine Xmas spirit to your The MUSICAL CHURCH WINDOW 
d heme. Bronze finish shutters open is a gem of molded sculpture in 
slowly... you behold an_ inspiring ivory plastic...a marvel of me- 
i- Christmas scene in beautiful color, chanical conception. Stands 10 
warmly illuminated... the soft inches high, contains Swiss music 
e strains ef “Silent Night’ chime out unit. Get the benefit of this inspir- 
pleasantly ... the shutters close ing Christmas decoration througheut 
‘S slowly, then again epen slowly and this and many, many mere holida 
the reverently inspiring scene is un- seasens. Order your MUSICA 
t folded again. Nothing yeu can buy CHURCH WINDOW NOW. Use the 
t wilt add a mere significant holiday coupon below to order. Only $10.00. 
note to your home. 
5 : ELECTRICAL HEALTH AIDS! : 
) VAPORIZER HEATING PAD 
Finest the market... Superior quality .. . over 
recommended by physicians Suule thermostatic tatety 
. everywhere. Produces control. . . cnap-testenes 
> soothing, medicated vapors cover...easily removable 
te relieve congestions due for cleaning. HEAT SEALED 
| colt ster miner Acer aaa ee 
l irritatiens. Only $4.50... NER LINING .. . Only $9.50 


Pestpaid. ($5.00 W. of 
Miss.) Order now! 


: GIFTS FOR GARDENERS : 


Use coupen 


Give pruning shears... 
a different and practical 
gift... packed in beau- 
tiful gift boxes. Here 
are 2 combination sets 

-.-each shear comple- 
ments the werk of the 
other. SET 218... per- 
fect for the lady. Ceon- 
tains general pruning 
shear and popular fler- 
ists * model, oF h ich 


as a 
shear on jebs toe tough 
fer ordinary scissors. 
Only $6.30. SET 8921 
fer the men... con- 
tains heavy ye A slice 
cut shear and the 21c 


ee Sh i Only $5.50. 





November, 1953 


Postpaid! ($10.25 W. of 
Miss.). Order today. 





Organle Products 
Dept. F-1152 


items | have checked 


Vaporizer @ $4.50 


Pruning Set 218 @ 
8921 @ $5.50 





235 Halsey St. 


Enclosed find check or - order. 
below 


Newark, N.J. 
Please send the 


Heating Pad @ $9.50 


MUSICAL CHURCH WINDOW @ $10.00 


$6.30 Pruning Set 
Whiz-Mix @ $25.58. 


(10-day none back guarantee on all items... add 
5% W. of Miss.) 














The site chosen for the venture was 
a former nursery located in Glendale 
at 221 South Verdugo Road, includ- 
ing a sales room and an open-air lec- 
ture hall where public educational 
lectures were given by authorities well 
versed on nutrition and organiculture. 
The sales room of the nursery was 
converted into a store-market and in 
May, 1950, Foods for Life, Inc., of- 
ficially opened for business. In the 
beginning the gross sales volume was 
in the neighborhood of $700.00 per 
week; now, after two years of opera- 
tion it has jumped to approximately 
$2000.00 weekly. 


All twenty members of the Board of 
Directors are doctors of medicine of 
the progressive type, who are interest- 
ed in health via nutrition beginning 
with fertile soil. They consider that 
good food, properly used, is better 
than medicine. 

Foods for Life, Inc., also supplies 
organic foods to two other outlets: 
The Nutrition Center, 2616 E. Colo- 
rado Blvd., Pasadena, and Hazeltine’s 
Organicville, Third and Hobart, Los 
Angeles. Now, another store has been 
opened by Hazeltine at 1408 N. Long 
Beach Blvd., Compton. Thus the 
Foods for Life idea is becoming con- 
tagious and is continually expanding. 
Numerous stores of this type are an- 
ticipated for the future. These an- 
ticipated outlets will supplement the 
four organic food markets now already 
in operation in the Greater Los 
Angeles area. 

An added attraction in the Foods 
for Life store is a section devoted to 
health literature in which are display- 
ed for sale a variety of magazines, 
pamphlets, and books. Notices about 
meetings on nutrition and organicul- 
ture are regularly posted in the store. 

Manager Kathryn Matheson and 
John Madsen are the staff of the store, 
and both of them are enthusiastic and 
are always on the alert to improve 
store service. Considerable expansion 
is anticipated for the future of Foods 
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for Life with greatly increased facili- 
ties for holding organic fruit over a 
longer period in order to meet the in- 
creasing demand. A larger variety of 
foods will be included as the demand 
increases, and as more organic foods 
are made available. A development 
eagerly hoped and planned for is a 
quick-freezing plant which will be 
used to process vegetables and fruits 
at the peak of the season, and during 
periods of surplus when the price is 
low. All this will make it possible to 
furnish a year-round supply of frozen 
organic foodstuffs at moderate prices 
to Foods for Life customers. 

As more and more people depend 
upon Foods for Life, likewise the vol- 
ume will increase and a greater variety 
of foods will be offered for sale. Thus 
prices will be reduced and more peo- 
ple will be weaned from “penny wise 
and quality foolish” shopping. For, 
as Dr. William Albrecht has said, 
“One carrot may look exactly like an- 
other carrot but be vastly different in 
mineral and vitamin content.” 

The Foods for Life organization 
makes one realize more fully the good 
fortune of health conscious food shop- 
pers. The housewife may take ad- 
vantage of superior quality foods 
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. | believe that 
we will make enough from this year’s crop 
to pay for our chemical fertilizers!” 


“WONDERFUL news, Dear, .. 


The Organic Farmer 
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_ Co : ed 7 DEPEND ON NATURE . . . NATURE DOES IT 
of n us BEST! THIS IS THE PROVEN NATURAL SOIL 
nd CONDITIONER. A BASE-EXCHANGE POTASSIUM BEARING MINERAL 
ds @ HELPS put back into your soil what your plants take out and HELPS 
nt when HELP is wanted by the roots in the GROWING SEASON. Use for 
a Gardens, Farms, Orchards, Pastures and Chicken Ranges. . . Nurseries, 
be Golf Courses and Lawns, Seed Beds, Parks and Athletic Fields... 
its works wonderfully well with ground rock phosphate where needed. 
ng Use in Stables, Chicken Houses... try it for odors. Spread it on your 
is Dairy Floor and, following morning collect and spread on your land. 
to 
on FREE-FLOWING 
es 
IME AN 1 Ih AND 
y1- 
‘ GREENSAND MARL 
O- 


« | Yature's “Triple feetion Abgriedltural 
| Potassium Searing Mineral Product 


e SOIL Marland contributes 
: MARLAND — Notreadily soluble BANK ACCOUNT ) to both by working 
bat plant cheesbette better and longer with YOU! 
p- Report of Analysis of Greensand Marl 
1- by BASE EXCHANGE: Releases potash, phosphorus and trace ele- 
ments from insoluble constituents as needed for healthy plant 
is RUTGERS UNIVERSITY growth. Helps regulate nitrogen in the presence of organic matter 
The State University of New Jersey and maintains a plant food balance. 


CONDITIONING: Loosens and opens the hard soils; binds sandy 
soils; regulates moisture and stimulates soil organisms. 


SOIL TEMPERATURE REGULATOR: Absorbs sun heat in early 
Total Total Spring, warming the soil for earlier crops. Holds high moisture con- 
fe ae tent, thus cooling the soil during hot dry Summer months. 
NO, 118 There are no application hazerds with MARLAND: apply it at any time, 
C20 (1.88 use it on all growing crops, does not burn... absorbs and holds water. 
It is long-lasting and ODORLESS. It stimulates beneficial soil organisms, 
MgO 3.66 does not leach away and presents no residue problems. It is an excellent 
Mad 0.83 compost pile conditioning agent. Apply it with spreader truck or 
broadcast. Marland has been used for more than 100 years. 
The water is not moisture but repre- 


We also supply the natural products AA Quality 
pn ontors nn ground Phosphate Rock and Agrinite (erganic nitrogen) 


hydrosilicate which is more easily WRITE TODAY: 


oirogilea Thenty tiecatecet 9 NATIONAL SOIL CONSERVATION, INC. 


the greensand are plant absorbable due 90 WEST STREET, DEPT. O.F. NEW YORK 6, N.Y. 


to the ease with which the roots can , , , 
extract the mineral content. Or write: In Midwest and California; Heever Seil Service, 


Gilman, Illineis. In Florida; Will J. Heever, Kissimmee. 
in Ohio; Fred Veith, Cheviot, Cincinnati. 


Not sold as a fertilizer, Marland is not a water soluble commercial fertilizer and is not offered as such. 


New Jersey Agricultural 
Experiment Station 
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brought in from widely scattered 
points to one spot for easy selection 
and purchase. However, it is surpris- 
ing to see how little extra is charged 
for these products, and in many cases 
the price is the same as elsewhere. 
These products have undergone strict 
laboratory analysis and are proven to 
be healthier. As for flavor, the proof 
is in the eating. 

As a means of solving the distance 
problem, many shoppers from other 
areas make a trip once a week to the 
Foods for Life store for their weekly 
supply of food. These shoppers have 
compared the flavor and price as well 
as general quality of these foods with 
that of others and are convinced that 
an organic diet is a healthy diet. 

“Proper feeding,” wrote Dr. G. T. 
Wrench in his book The Wheel of 
Health, is the most important single 
factor in health. 


New Crops Mean 
Better Crops 
for You 


(Continued from page 17) 


seed annually on those “worthless” 
300 acres. 

Thriving on the poorest sandiest 
land, with the water tables as much 
as 100 feet down, Stafford appears to 
be a true dry-land alfalfa. It actually 
gets thicker instead of dying out with 
age—a 12-year-old field is as good as a 
4-year-old. Its beautiful big purple 
blooms have made Stafford’s farm, 
which cost him $2,300 20 years ago, 
worth $60,000 today. Great Plains 
farmers are hailing it as the best dry- 
land alfalfa yet developed. 

Reseeding crimson clover (featured 
in the March, 1951, Organic Farmer) 
is the South’s contribution to the won- 
der crops. This clover, which has re- 
seeded itself for 10 years and longer 
on thousands of fields south of south- 
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ern Pennsylvania, will not only restore 
soils too exhausted to grow even 
weeds, but it is one of the best winter- 
grazing, hay and seed crops ever dis- 
covered. Even in the North, where it 
does not reseed, it makes an excellent 
green manure crop, equalling the ap- 
plication of 9 to 10 tons of barnyard 
manure per acre! Permanently im- 
proved soil—without chemicals—plus 
higher income (seed brings up to $150 
an acre), a hay crop and several 
months winter grazing, add up to a 
soil- and prosperity-restorer for some 
25,000,000 acres of worn-out land. 

Another champion _ soil-building 
crop is kudzu. But kudzu, a peren- 
nial, deep-rooted pan-breaker and a 
fine grazing and hay crop, winter kills 
north of Maryland. 

That is, everywhere except on the 
Rockland County, New York farm of 
Mrs. Edna C. Jones. There agrono- 
mists have found a growth of kudzu 
that has reseeded*and spread like wild- 
fire despite temperatures of 20 below! 
The Soil Conservation Service, which 
has long recommended kudzu as a top 
soil-builder, is now developing this 
hardy seed for market. 

Bandera County, Texas, now boasts 
a crop with the fascinating name of 
Pilca Butta Giant Upright Lucerne. 
It’s an extremely hardy alfalfa im- 
ported from Australia that has flour- 
ished without irrigation and despite 
insect attack, close grazing and 24 
months of severe drought. Large 
quantities of seed are now being im- 
ported and tested, and Southwest 
farmers are betting they have found 
the ideal perennial grazing crop for 
their semi-arid region. 

In the Corn Belt, birdsfoot trefoil 
is being called the “green gold” 
legume because of its excellence in 
permanent pastures. As nutritious as 
alfalfa, it is winter-hardy and drought- 
resistant, coming up year after year 
without reseeding. It does exception- 
ally well on sour land, and experi- 
ment stations in Illinois and Iowa be- 
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lieve it may eventually be grown as 
widely as clover. 

Organic farmers can get fine hay, 
pasture and silage from swamps, bogs 
and gullies, thanks to reed canarygrass, 
a creeping wet-land grass now becom- 
ing popular all over the northern US. 
It has built a strong, tractor-support- 
ing sod on peat bogs and bottomless 
quagmires where even cattle had not 
dared venture before. 

For holding and restoring soil that 
is almost pure sand there is sand love- 
grass, a top beef producer in the Texas 
and Oklahoma Panhandle region and 
coming into favor elsewhere. It also 
grows very well in combination with 
other grasses on heavier soils. And in 
the Middle West, there is Kochia 
scoparia, a new forage grass that 
stands alkali soil and will thrive amaz- 
ingly on any land that will support 
greasewood, oak brush, sage or salt 
grass. Producing two hay cuttings a 
season, it tests 5 to 8 per cent higher 
in protein than alfalfa, and its leaf 


growth often exceeds 70 per cent of 
the plant weight, compared with 40 
per cent for alfalfa. For wet alkali 
soil there is tall wheatgrass, imported 
from the salty marshlands of Southern 
Russia, Of good palatability and pro- 
tein content, it needs 18 inches or 
more rainfall and yields 200 pounds 
of seed and 8 tons of dry forage per 
acre. 

Farmers who like to experiment 
often turn out fine new crop varieties. 
Marion Hagerstrom of Wright Coun- 
ty, Minnesota, set up a small nursery 
on his front porch to try to develop 
a better strawberry. Fifteen thousand 
seedlings later, he produced one (now 
on the market as the “red Rich” var- 
iety) that is disease-resistant, ever- 
bearing and has big, firm berries per- 
fect for freezing. 

Richly aromatic Turkish tobaccos 
need no longer be imported, thanks 
to experimenters. Farmers in Virginia 
and the Carolinas are rushing to get 
in on the ground floor of the new in- 








AMAZING FUEL SAVER! 


24 HOUR THERMOSTATIC 
DOWNDRAFT 


WOOD HEATERS 


—@— 
Many Ashley Users Say They HH 
SAVE 50% = 

and MORE ON FUEL 
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Time-tested and proven in coldest states. You should build but one fire a season, refuel on 
average every 12 hours, remove ashes 3 times monthly. Tremendous heating capacity, many 
heating entire homes, schools, stores. Wood burns clean—less soot and grime. Users say 
Ashley heats from floor up, gives safe 24-hour heat. Burns all types wood successfully. Hard- 
wood recommended. See your Ashley dealer today. If none is near you, write for free details. 
WE will ship from nearest warehouse and PAY FREIGHT. Print name and address plainly. 


Over 3,000 retailed from one city. 


Dealerships available — Dealers write us 


HEAT WITH WOOD THE AVAILABLE FUEL 
ASHIEY AUTOMATIC WOOD STOVE CO., Inc. 


BOX R-10, COLUMBIA, S. C. 
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AN IDEAL X-MAS PRESENT 


Say Goodbye To Poison Sprays 


“i INSECT ELECTROCUTOR 


rome 


Cet relief from flies, insects, roaches, and 
other pests without harmful poisons or sprays 
HERE’S HOW IT WORKS 


A small amount of bait Is placed in the bait drawer. 
Attracted flies are ‘‘electrocuted’’ between two grids by 
a slight, low ampere shock. Dead flies then become 
bait, for flies are cannibalistic by nature and eat one 
another. The double grid system permits you to touch 
the machine without the danger of shock. $22.50. Mail 
check or money order. 


Write for free literature to 


INSECT ELECTROCUTO 
it “AND 


New | NATURAL 
“SKIMGROW” 


latest development in 
organic soil conditioners 


Station-V, Box 860F 
Cincinnati 10, Ohie 








Pioneer work using Skim Milk as a fertilizer 
and plant stimulant developed by Montana 
State College Horticultural Department. 


Organic Products has tested various formulas... 
the result: Skim Milk with powdered Granite Dust 
and Soil Bacteria produces a _ better-blooming, 
healthier plant, with richer color and increased 
rs nd that’s the formula we offer you as 
sensational “SKIMGROW’”’! 


Easy to add to plants, lawns, ete. It’s soluble in 
water. Small amount conditions large area. Add 
direct or in solution... full directions on each can. 
Use now on house plants... next year you'll use it 
on your entire garden! 


One lb. of “SKIMGROW”’ covers approximately 100 
sq. feet... conditions hundreds of potted plants. 
Ib. —$1.75 ($2.00 W. of Miss.) 


i 
2 tbs.—$3.00 ($3.40 W. of Miss.) 
6 ibs.—$6.00 ($6.75 W. of Miss.) 
Try this tremendous new product now on your house 
plants. ... Send order today to: 
ORGANIC PRODUCTS 
Dept. F-1152, 235 Halsey St., Newark, N. J. 
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dustry that will soon be growing 100 
million pounds of $l-a-pound aro 
matic tobacco of better quality than 
even its Turkish ancestors. 

New higher-yielding barleys and 
rye, the new Vigo wheat that is high- 
yielding, non-lodging and smut- and 
rust-resistant—all these and many oth- 
ers are big news today. Every state ex- 
periment station has detailed informa- 
tion on the new crops suitable for your 
area—how about dropping them a line 
today? Watch The Organic Farmer, 
too, for comprehensive articles on new 
crops that, grown organically, can 
build your soil and your profits. Man 
working with Nature is an unbeatable 
combination. 


Do Germs 
Cause Disease 


(Continued from page 23) 


with this disease when everything to 
do with them was almost continuously 
submerged in disinfectant and when 
I was using all the orthodox treat- 
ments. Every farmer knows that his 
cows will get mastitis under orthodox 
methods of management and would 
continue to do so even were they kept 
under glass cases. The fact is that 
this disease is merely a catarrhal con- 
dition of the udder, brought about by 
feeding cows for high yields on foods 
in which the natural elements,: vita- 
mins and plant hormones, essential to 
proper endocrine functioning, either 
never existed because the food was 
grown from a soil dying of chemical 
poisoning or in other ways deficient, 
or were removed in the process of 
manufacture. 

For many years now my farm has 
been manured exclusively by natural 
means, and the animals fed almost 
exclusively on naturally grown crops. 

Kept under this régime, the sterile 
animals I was advised to have slaugh- 
tered have come back to breeding 


The Organic Farmer 











< 
Ed 
the 


Nos 


able 


z to 
usly 
rhen 
reat: 

his 
ox 
yuld 
cept 
that 
con- 
t by 
0ds 
yita- 
1 to 
ther 
was 
‘ical 
ent, 
; of 


has 
ural 
nost 
ps. 
rile 
igh- 
ling 


wmer 








again and formerly useless cattle have 
been turned into a valuable pedigree 
herd, the only cost being hard work 
and a respect for Nature. Had I taken 
the veterinary surgeon’s advice I 
should have been ruined. 

Encouraged by success with my own 
animals I advertised for other farmers’ 
rejects, particularly those that had 
been declared incapable of breeding 
by veterinary surgeons. Regularly, 
now, | am curing these cows with 
which orthodox treatment has failed, 
and only in cases where physiological 
defects prevent breeding has cure been 
impossible. 

Similarly with tuberculosis I have 
reclaimed reactors which would other- 
wise have been useless. All my work 
indicates that tuberculosis can _per- 
manently be prevented and, in its 
early stages, cured on food grown in 
properly managed soil, provided an 
adequate diet of mineral-rich herbs is 
given. 

Magnesium deficiency, which is a 
disease arising from the destruction 
by potassic manures of a trace element 
in the soil, has been cured at Goose- 
green Farm. One animal suffering 
from this deficiency lay stretched out 
as though dead for ten days. By a 
course of warm water enemas, plain 
water drinks and no foods until the 
animal was so emaciated that some 
sustenance was indicated, then intro- 
ducing diluted molasses and fresh 
mineral-rich green food, I got the 
animal back to health. She has since 
given me several strong calves, 900 
gallons of milk in each of two lac- 
tations, in spite of her ten-day coma. 


Trouble In 
North Carolina 


(Continued from page 25) 


“A man came all the way down from 
Edgewood Arsenal to see me. I 
thought at first that he wanted to in- 
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THE PERFECT COMBINATION 
COMPOST GRINDER 
AND SOIL SHREDDER 
with DETACHABLE 
ELEVATOR 



















GRIND AND LOAD 


Here's a duo-purpose machine that shreds 
heavy sod or grinds the toughest organic mat- 






ter into the finest compost material or mulch 
and also loads it onto trucks, etc. 


DETACH AND 
LOAD ONLY 


The elevator detaches 
easily for use as a load- 
er only. Elevates 712’. 


Grinder can also be 
used separately. All 
material is thorough- 
ly ground before 
passing through roll- 
ers. Even reduces 
small stones to bits. 
Screens furnished to 
make potting soil 
and top-dressing. 


EACH SECTION HAS ITS OWN MOTOR AND IS MOUNTED ON WHEELS 
Write for Complete information and Name of Your Nearest Dealer 


DEPT. C 


WICHITA, KANSAS 
CATCH THEM ALIVE AND UNHURT! 








Trap for fun, profit, or rodent riddance. Guar- 
anteed HAVAHART trap catches them alive, 
protects pelts. No springs or jaws. Rustproof. 
Sizes for all needs. For free booklet, mail 
coupon today. 


~HAVARART, 46-N Water St., Ossining, N.Y. 
Please let me in on your trapping secrets. 
Name 

















vestigate use of the gas—but it turned 
out he wanted only to see what it did 
to the people it killed. He has his 
name with the state health authorities, 
who are to call him at the next para- 
thion death. 

“Can't you see that this has to stop? 
Someone, somewhere, must step in and 
exercise some control over the in- 
dustry that will put anything on the 
market, without even the skimpiest of 
tests. 

“When that young girl died here, 
I got the plant to allow me to test 
with rabbits. We used six for the ex- 
periment, and in their second week 
in the plant, all of them died. Yet 
the production and use of these and 
even deadlier chemicals goes on. 

“It is not all an immediate danger. 
It is not likely that many will be 
seized with convulsions—though I have 
checked on more than 100 cases of 
such deaths, in many states. I have 
gone myself to see about most of 
them. 


Danger Unknown 


“One of the great dangers is the 
residual effect, from eating foods con- 
taminated with DDT and other 
poison. They seem to build up in 
the fatty tissues of the body. We know 
that much, but precious little more. 
We don’t know if it’s dangerous, nor 
how dangerous. Obviously, someone 
must do more work on it.” 

One cheering sign, to Mobbs, is 
the work of the Delaney Committee, 
headed by a congressman from New 
York who is also concerned about the 
deaths of farm workers and animals. 
This group will recommend more 
complete tests, and control by Pure 
Food and Drug. 

Mobbs is outraged by some things 
which have happened to him—though 
he is not surprised by loss of some 
of his practice. One man from the 
Federal Security Agency came to see 
him, he says, and warned him to tone 
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down his squawks about insecticides, 
He pointed out to Mobbs, the doctor 
said, that Deutch, a New York writer 
who exposed some insecticides as dead- 
ly and beyond control, “was taken 
care of.” 


Cases Not Isolated 


The young doctor is not talking 


about isolated cases or remote dan- — 


gers. The newspapers have been liter- 
ally filled with recurring cases of 
deaths from these poisons in the past 
few years. Some Carolina examples: 
Five cows dead at Lumber Ridge; 100 
chickens at Maxton, seven pigs at 
Clio, S. C. Dozens of people, chiefly 
farm workers, have died under cir- 
cumstances indicating they were poi- 
soned by insecticides. 

Mobbs, despite congressional in- 
terest, is not optimistic. “The chem- 
ical industry put up $120,000 last 
winter to suppress unfavorable pub- 
licity about insecticides,” he says. 
“And I can’t even with the help of the 
state Junior Chamber of Commerce, 
raise a few thousand dollars for the 
work at State College.” 
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“What won’t organic soil do?” 
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Agricultural Frit 


(Continued from page 27) 


growth because of chemical reactions 
in the soil immobilizing the elements. 
This means it would be necessary for 
the plant to absorb its nutrients from 
the material by contact exchange 
whereby plant roots come in contact 
with new material and absorb nutri- 
tion. It also was necessary that rate 
of release of elements from the ma- 
terial to the plant root by contact ex- 
change be sufficient to sustain good 
growth. 
Development of Frit 

Exploration of these theories re- 
sulted in development of “agricul- 
tural frit.” Raw materials used for 
the product are mixed thoroughly ac- 
cording to special formulation then 
melted at a very high temperature. 
After the required length of time, at 
a predetermined temperature, the 
molten mass is allowed to flow into 
cold running water. When the mass 
strikes the water it is cooled imme- 
diately and fragments into many small 
pieces. The process is known as “frit- 
ting” and the resultant product is frit. 
After the water quenching the agricul- 
tural frit is cooled further and dried 
before being ground to size. 

Agricultural frit basically is a glass 
which is relatively insoluble but which 
supplies trace elements to plant 
growth. It has been established by 
scientific research that nutrients can 
be supplied to plant growth without 
being water soluble. Plant roots by 
coming into contact with the frit par- 
ticles absorb essential elements of 
iron, manganese, boron, copper, zinc 
and molybdenum. Soil acids, princi- 
pally carbonic acid, slowly disintegrate 
the frit, making the elements avail- 
able in a slowly soluble form. The 
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YOUR SOIL MUST HAVE HUMUS 
But it must be Composted Humus 


Nature—with Bacteria—makes it in two ways: (1) In 
heaps or bins (2) in the soll. A_ better and quicker 


product is made by properly shredding the material in 


Haddon All-Purpose Shredder 


Prepare organic matter for mulches and composts. 








2. wilt = 
For power take off or mount your ewn motor 


(N at reduced price. 
ONLY For limited time only.) 


| 10 ACCESSORIES 
4 hip. ya meter TTT TTITT TTT TT 
14 h.p. gasoline engine ........... eee 
f2.s. Clutch for easy engine starting ... 
in N Portable features, as illustrate 
“"* Weight 200 ibs. Prepayment with order. 


FERTO-BAC ACTIVATOR ** 
Add to your Haddon Shredder materials and they'll soon 
present you with compost. l-ton unit—$2; 3-ton unit 
$5.25; 5-ton unit—$8.00. 
Earthworm Casting Cabinet $15.00 


(F.0.B. Factory) 





LEHIGH 
COMPOST BIN 


Rot-resistant New Jersey 
Cedar. Steel corner rods. 
Easy to erect. No nails, 
screws, bolts or tools 

ton size, $12; 2-ton size, 
$17.50. (F.0.B. Factory) 





THE HADDON HAND SHREDDER 


repares organic materials for Mulches and Composts. 
oo both green and dry garden materials, including corn 
stalks, etc. Tempered steel knife adjustable gauge Dlate 
to cut up to three inches. Weight 50 lbs. Size 31 
high, 31” long. Shipped knocked down. Order from this 
advertisement for prompt shipment. Price $25.85 FOB 
Factory. Prepayment with order 


OC FAMILY GRIST MILL 


—_ Bolt to bench ofr 
\ table. One of our 
finest grinders. For 
whole grain flour 
and corn meal—all 
kinds grain, coffee 


and spices. Cracks 
grain for poultry, 
adjustable. $12.50. 


F.0.B. factory. Ship- 
ping weight 44 Ibs. 





NOTE: The mill above can be adapted to 
use your own one-quarter or half-horsepower 
motor...for only $5.00 extra. Be sure to 
specify hand or power. 


PHILIP S. WELLS, President 


KESTON ORGANIC PRODUCTS CO. 
24 Seventh Ave. Haddon Heights, New Jersey 





49 





reaction provides a constant source of 
trace elements over an_ extended 
period of time. 

This is a new approach to correct- 
ing trace element deficiencies and 
overcomes leaching and chemical re- 
actions with the soil whereby elements 
become available. Relationship of the 
elements is important and must be 
kept in balance. Plants vary in their 
ability to absorb trace elements and 
also in the requirements of these ele- 
ments for growth. 

In recent seasons many field experi- 
ments have been initiated in various 
sections of the country using varying 
rates of application of agricultural 
frit. Many soil types were treated 
with frit and various records were 
kept, depending on crops involved. It 
was noted in the experiments that in 
many cases when agricultural frit was 
applied to deficient soils, the deficien- 
cies were corrected and growth in- 
creased. In some cases where the soil 
was not considered deficient in trace 
elements frit increased the yield of the 
crops, showing results possible when 
trace elements are available in cor- 
rect proportion and in sufficient sup- 
ply to reach optimum growth. Agri- 
cultural frit can be supplied in suf- 
ficient quantities for optimum growth 
without danger of toxicity, or injury 
to the plants. 

Much work has been done on orna- 
mental flowers in the greenhouse and 
on vegetable crops in the field. In the 
greenhouse roses, gardenias, stocks, 
azaleas and other flowers have shown 
outstanding response to the new soil 
additive. Potatoes, cabbage, peas and 
tomatoes are some of the vegetable 
crops which have responded well. On 
potatoes it was noted that vine growth 
was much fuller than on the untreat- 
ed area and yield data showed an in- 
crease in weight and number of pota- 
toes harvested from treated areas. In 
one instance the increase was 40 per 
cent on a soil which was not consider- 
ed deficient in trace elements. 
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Research Work 

Much scientific research work has 
been done in relating disease and frost 
resistance of crops with trace elements, 
Ferro is investigating this possibility 
by using frit as the source of vital 
elements. It is thought that trace ele. 
ments provide more nutrition in the 
foods we consume. This field also is 
being investigated by Ferro. Although 
results of disease resistance, frost re- 
sistance and nutritive experiments are 
not yet conclusive, data accumulated 
has been encouraging further investi- 
gation. 

High analysis fertilizers are being 
used more and more in agricultural 
practices. The higher the concentra- 
tion of the fertilizer the less probabil- 
ity there is it will contain traces of 
micronutrients unless they are supple- 
mented. From this can be seen the 
need for further applications of trace 
elements in the form of frit because 
the frit will not react chemically with 
the high analysis materials. 

Agricultural frit now is being com- 
mercialized by being offered to estab- 
lished fertilizer manufacturers for the 
purpose of mixing with the major ele- 
ment fertilizers. A trace element frit 
containing iron, manganese, boron, 
zinc, copper and molybdenum is the 
material being recommended for use. 
It is possible also to supply any one 
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**You can test your ideas right here. Do any- 

thing you want to. You'll both have only 

one handicap-syou’ve got to use chemical 
fertilizer.”’ 
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of the minor elements in a containing 
frit of its own. 

The material soon should be avail- 
able to home gardeners in small pack- 
ages and sold as a separate item. 

Research work which has extended 
over a five-year period is continuing 
at a fast pace. Frit is commercially 
acceptable at this time but there are 
many contingencies to be examined 
not only in regard to Ferro Agricul- 
tural Frit but also in the whole com- 
plex problem of trace elements. 


Netherlands 


Profits from 
Town Wastes 


(Continued from page 30) 


because of the expense involved. 
The finished product must be 
inexpensive, as compost is a bulky 
article which is used in large quan- 
tities. 
The business must be self- 
supporting. 

After having arrived at Wyster, 
town wastes are handled as follows: 
a train with town refuse runs on one 
of four viaducts 6.6 yards high and 
520 yards long. When the train stops 
the side valves of the vans are opened 
automatically from the engine and 
the refuse drops on both sides of the 
vans, as these vans have a saddle- 
shaped bottom. The refuse is 
mechanically levelled and sprinkled. 
The next day another trainload is 
tipped, etc., until the refuse is a little 
more than six yards high and the 
viaduct is filled up. The process is 
repeated at the next viaduct. The 
total storage accommodation at Wyster 
is 120,000 tons. The Hague sends 130,- 
000 tons a year. With the addition of 
the town wastes from Groningen and 
Zandvoort the works are operating at 
full capacity. 
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FOUR IMPORTANT BOOKS 


the man who brought youl 
the organic method 


Here are four interesting and informative 
books by today’s foremost authority on or- 
ganic farming and gardening...J. I. 
Rodale, editor of Organic Gardening and 
The Organic Farmer. You'll find absorbing 
reading in all these fine books: 


PAY DIRT 


the bible of organic 
farming and gardening 


ames by Los Angeles Times as 
of the important books of 
our “time.” Pay Dirt contains all 
the specific information necessary 
to be good organic farmer or 
gardener. From his experience 
and that of a great many aus 
farm, horticultural and soil 


pages... only 


HEALTHY HUNZAS 


a civilized people who 
do not know disease 


The Hunzas of Indis. 
alone in the world. are 
sustaining and well- adjusted. Their 
life is incredibly devoid of dis- 
ease, Coqeaeey and yh 

ting stery, ably presen ndicates what pens 
as whole race of people follow the organic creed 
of returning to the earth everything taken from it. You 
can learn from the Hunzas. 263 pages... only 


THE ORGANIC FRONT 


informative facts on the organic method 


Here is a collection of informative miscellaneous writ- 
ings that will make « valuable contribution to your 
knowledge of organic gardening and farming. A dis- 
cussion with a botanist the organic method attacked 
and BR Abe 4 ‘other important and interesting 
items help make an exciting book you'll enjoy from 
cover to cover. 199 pages... $2.50. 


STONE MULCHING IN THE 
GARDEN 


a new invention in gardening 


Here is an authoritative guide to the use of stones and 
rocks for obtaining greater yields and healthier a 
in the garden. Contains photographs and detail 
stone mulched garden at = organic gardening experi- 
mental farm. 164 pages. . . $3.00. 
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FREE...If you order two or more 

beoks: “Questions and Answers on Sa - 
page booklet, answers more than 150 questions 
about composting. Send your order today! 


Rodale Press, Dept. 116, Emmaus, Pa. 








Learn How to “GROW” 
And STAY YOUNG! 










How would you like to look 
and “‘feel’’ YOUNGER at 60 
than you did at 35 or 407 
Want to exchange a dull 
‘*bed-room slipper’ existence 
for exciting youthful adven- 
ture? Then read and study # 
BEGINNING YOUTH by Dr. 
Brown Landone. BEGINNINGS 
YOUTH is not the result of 
veous, imaginative, or theo- 

eti “dreaming’’—but 
practical, actual experience of 
America’s First Neurologist—who was 
also a famous minister and consultant. 
awe are proven teachings, both medical and spiritual, 
or anyone seeking a NEW, vibrant way of life 
BEGINNING YOUTH contains 20 revealing lessons 
and 20 informative lesson sheets. The lessons are 
simple as A-B-C to understand and follow. They 
cover basic youth-growing processes—(!) MIND, (2) 
EMOTION, (3) INSTINCT, (4) lat LIFE, 
a (5) PHYSIOLOGICAL ACTIVITY 

10-Day NO-RISK Trial! - 
Act NOW! 
Examine BEGINNING YOUTH for 10 days at OUR 
RISK! If, after 10 days you do not agree that these 
lessons will help you “‘grow’’ and stay young—send 
them back for full refund. 
Decide now = will take advantage of your God- 
Given power to attain youth. Send $3.95 for your 
copy of BEGINNING wer today. Remember, you 
don’t risk a penny... act -0-w! 
$3. $8-—~gestnelé 
20 Lessons, 20 Lesson Sheets 


AMERICAN BOOK SOCIETY 


P. O. Box 1277D 
Colorado Springs, Colo. » # 
MAIL FOR NO-RISK TRIAL! 





































American Book Society 
P.O. Box 1277D, Colorado Springs, Colo. 


Please send me BEGINNING YOUTH at $3.95. If 
not entirely satisfied, I'll return within 10 days for 
FULL CASH REFUND 


[] Cheek cr) ™.o ] Cash enclosed. 

(_] Send further information. 

 cwencacssdeds 

Address . Coe resecercecsoeccveseeeseserees 
City oo Zone State.. 














1,000,000, 000 
Soil Builders Per Gram! 


Laboratory analysis showed a sample of ALKEMI 
SOIL BUILDER had over a billion soil-building 
bacteria per gram—plus organic materials and humus 
composted with minerals. Let them work for you! 
Result—more, larger, and better fruit, vegetables, 
improved flowers, lawns, ete. Organic, complete, 
dynamic! Free eireular and information. Dealer in- 
quiries invited. Dept. ti OF. 


Western Soil Builder Co. 
Rt. 1, Box 160, Escondido, Calif. 











Strickler’s Money-Making Chicks & Poults 


Big Type Heavy levine White Leghorns; Golden Cornish- 
Hamp Cross; Fast Growing Rock-Red Cross; Baby Beef 
Type White Rocks and New Hampshires. 

POULTS: Broad Breasted Bronze and Beltsville Small 
Whites. Big hatches Chicks and Poults each week. 
Straight run or sexed, as wanted. Prepaid delivery. New 
money saving prices and circular free. 


Strickler Poultry Farms, Sheridan 9, Pa. 








When the refuse has been decompos- 
ing for four to eight months (winter 
refuse four months, summer refuse 
eight months) it is ripe. It is turned 
as much as possible and is finally dug 
out by a traveling grabcrane. 

The grabcrane tips the refuse into 
a bunker and the latter automatically 
unloads its contents into trucks which 
are attached to an endless cable. These 
trucks take the refuse to the factory 
where it is unloaded by mechanical 
means. 

In the factory the refuse is first put 
into vibrating screens where the heavy 
parts are screened out (bottles, tires, 
coconut mats, pails and pans, etc.). 
The refuse which passes through the 
meshes falls onto a conveyor belt. Any 
article made of iron is drawn out 
magnetically and then the remainder 
is pulverized in two large hammer- 
mills. The pulverized product is call- 
ed “V.A.M. Composts.””. The appear- 
ance is earthy and it is almost odor- 
less. Glass splinters practically do not 
occur in the compost. The capacity 
of the factory is 80 tons an hour. 


As has already been stated the 
works at Wyster have reached peak 
production. Further extension is possi- 
ble only by the setting up of new 
works, one of which is in the course of 
construction. 

The financial results are satisfactory. 
The towns which send their waste to 
the V.A.M. pay about as much as they 
would for a different method of dis- 
posal. The profit on the compost (and 
the magnetically extracted iron) de- 
frays the cost. Furthermore it contains 
a large number of other trace or minor 
elements. 

The organic matter content of V.A. 
M. compost can not be determined by 
the usual heating method because it 
gives much too high a figure as a re- 
sult of the uncombusted coal-particles 
present. This organic matter content 
varies as a result of the changing com- 
position of the town refuse which in 
summer contains fifty to sixty per cent 
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of fermentable organic material and in 
winter about twenty per cent. It is evi- 
dent that V.A.M. compost improves 
the soil structure and improves the 
moisture content of the soil. Bacteria 
countings have shown that bacterial 
life has improved considerably on the 
plots manured with compost. 

The presence of boron in the com- 
post has also been proved to be very 
effective. And it is remarkable to what 
degree V.A.M. composts advances the 
development of clover. 

The Refuse Disposal Company has 
certainly proven itself to be a bene- 
factor to the Dutch farmer. V.A.M. 
compost has established itself as gen- 
uine manure, the many sided effect- 
tiveness of which is shown by the fact 
that the supplies cannot meet the 
demand. This litthke Dutch country 
which is the victim of so many hazards 
and has to work under handicaps and 
adverse conditions, should be a model 
for our American towns and cities. 
More and more of our local govern- 
ments should investigate the possibil- 
ity of engaging in municipal compost 
production. 


Soil Conditioners 


Under F.T.C. Fire 


HE Federal Trade Commission 
saat opened its campaign to 
stop “false and misleading” advertis- 
ing claims of a number of soil con- 
ditioner manufacturers with a formal 
complaint against the producer of 
“Fluffum.” 

FTC charged that Henry A. Dreer, 
Inc., Philadelphia, has misrepresented 
the value of Fluffium, the extent of 
research and testing which went into 
its development, and even the age of 
the company itself. 
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ROTARY CUTTER 


ang os 


There's a SIZE for your farm 


FIVE rugged, all-purpose cutters in 60’, 
80’, 114” widths — standard and hy- 
draulic lift models. They cut, shred, 
and mulch for stalk cutting, pasture 
mowing, clearing land, or shredding 
cover crops! Adjust to 14” height. Adds 
speed to every farming operation! 








@ Any power take-offl 
@ Heavy safety shield! 
@ Triple V-belt drivel 
@ All Timken bearings! 


See it at your dealers, « —_ 


WOOD BROS. MFG. CO. ° 


COMPOSTING 


@ Digestors for converting city gar- 
es. sewage, etc., by bacterial ac- 
at tion into compost. 8 to 50 tons per 
day by continuous flow. Digestors 
cost from $8000 to $35,000. 


@ Special processing shredders to 
make compost within 5 days cost 
9 Sige to $640. Some are used while 


J digestors are under construction. 
Digestors cost less to operate. 
@ Bacterial activators for compost- 


ing. 
on the 2 Organo. © ene organic fer- 


tilizer, Ma d sold in New 


Jersey, Vapee Ohio, Texas, 
Florida, stern states, also 
joe countries. 

@ Nitrogen and ‘fertilizing bacteria 


to enrich soil and improve compost, 
also used to make complete organic 


: 
and “ fertilizer. 
e Home and farm size com 


mposters, 
also plans and specifications to make 
the composter cells up to 8 tons per 





22, 
MO CLINOIS 








—_€ cost $5. 
Chiorovim, the first Chlorophyll 
and complete organic food raised 


from rich organic soil without sprays. 
Has protein richer than in meat; 
high in natural vitamins and min- 


oes used daily to balance meals. 
Fine for vegetarians. 
@ Lactic acid Bulgarian yoghurt. 


EARP-THOMAS LABORATORIES 


Est. 1908 Hampton, New Jersey 




















Sets Precedent 


Agency officials said they have sev- 
eral other similar cases involving ad- 
vertising practices awaiting action by 
the commission. They would not dis- 
close the names of the companies in- 
volved. 

The commission could have resort- 
ed to one of several less drastic tech- 
niques of handling misleading adver- 
tising in the industry, but chose the 
complaint method because it is the 
only legally recognized precedent for 
future cases. 

An agreement or stipulation from 
members of the industry is not en- 
forceable nor is it recognized by the 
courts as an official action of the com- 
mission, a spokesman explained. 

The alleged representations made 
by Dreer, “directly and by implica- 
tion,” which the commission chal- 
lenges are: 

That the product will condition 
1,500 square feet of soil to a depth of 
I 


three to five inches by the sprinkling 
or spraying of one gallon of Fluffum, 
as a liquid, diluted with water; 

2. That one gallon of Flufhum will 
condition as much soil as 15 bales of 
peat moss, and at one-eighth the cost; 

3. That it is not necessary to mix 
or work Fluffium into the soil for it to 
be effective; 

4. That it keeps the soil condition- 
ed indefinitely; 

5. That it provides more coverage 
for less money than all other soil con- 
ditioners; 

6. That Flufhum has been tested 
and proved successful by over 10,000 
home and commercial gardeners and, 

7. That Dreer has been in business 
for over 115 years. 


Charges “Exaggerations” 

The FTC complaint calls these rep- 
resentations ‘grossly exaggerated, 
false and misleading.” It goes on to 
state that “...In fact the amount of 
Fluffum necessary to condition soil is 
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NEAR GILMAN, 


yh oa 


ILLINOIS. 


BND ch st 





Ua ae 


THESE OATS WERE DRILLED IN THE SPRING OF 1952 


10-10-10—WAS APPLIED 


THROUGH DRILL AT TIME OF PLANTING AT THE RATE 
OF 225 lbs. per acre. COLLOIDAL PHOSPHATE AND MAR- 
LAND MIXED 50-50 AND APPLIED AT THE RATE OF 225 


lbs. per ACRE. 
HOOVER SOIL SERVICE 





Phone 70 





GILMAN, ILLINOIS 
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greatly in excess of the amount stated 
.; merely sprinkling or spraying 
the product on soil will not ordinarily 
be effective since it must be mixed 
or worked into the soil; considerably 
more than one gallon must be used 
to condition as much soil as fifteen 
bales of peat moss will condition, and 
the cost of necessary quantity of Fluf- 
fium to condition the same amount 
of soil... will be greatly in excess of 
one-eighth of the cost of peat moss.” 
The complaint adds that there is 
no satisfactory evidence that Flufhum 
will condition soil indefinitely, and 
that there are other soil conditioners 
which will provide as much—or more 
—coverage for the same or less cost. 
FTC also questions the claims that 
10,000 people tested and found the 
conditioner satisfactory and flatly 
states that Dreer has not been in busi- 
ness for 115 years. 
Dreer has 20 days to answer the 


charges. A hearing is scheduled for 


October 27, in Philadelphia. 


Letters 


(Continued from page 6) 


Dear Sir: 

You should read the article “Or- 
ganic Farming—Bunk,” in the Read- 
er’s Digest for October. Can’t we do 
something about people who put that 
kind of reading matter before the un- 


suspecting public? Fd Kohlhanff 
Seattle, Wash. 


Dear Sir: 

I read an article in the October 
issue of Reader’s Digest that made 
me angry. It was called “Organic 
Farming—Bunk.” 

I hope you read it and give them a 
good answer. Your readers will back 
you up. Frances Beaudette 
Hayward, California 
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EGSAVER 


All Steel NEST 
_ 


Patent 
Pending 


The community DARK NEST that 
boosts production of higher qual- 
ity eggs! 

Eliminates dirty and broken eggs 
* Cannibalism * Egg eating ° 
Pick-outs * Eggs cool quickly. 


ONE FIVE FOOT NEST 
ACCOMMODATES 100 HENS 


Send for descriptive 
folder and prices. « 


EGSAVER NESTS, INC. 
Dept. O 
BURLINGTON, WISCONSIN 





















LIME - SEED - FERTILIZER 
BROADCASTER 


Factory-to-you plan saves real 
money. Sturdy, low-cost construc- 
tion. Special hitch. No-Clog agi- 
tator. Gives exact spreading—SO 
Ibs. to 8,000 Ibs. per ocre. Sizes 
3 to 14 ft. Iron-clad guarantee. 





HOW TO EAT SAFELY IN 
A POISONED WORLD 
By ANTON H. JENSEN 


Do you realize to what extent many “diseases” 
bought with your money are the end-result of 
daily purchases through the years of poisoned 
vegetables, fruits and products? 

It is the story of the delayed and cumulative 
poisoning of food carrying minute amounts of 
poison both outside and inside the produce, a book 
laden with research findings and cited authorities. 

A vast array of contents, a few herewith 
cited: poison sprays outside and inside of 
present-day foods; DDT in vegetables, fruits, 
meat, milk; chemical fertilizers health destroy- 
ing in a variety of ways; increase of cancer, and 
the role of poisoned food and products therein; 
cooking utensils; teeth and food; unvarnished 
facts that will astound every thinking person! 

BE SAFE! Learn what to buy and what to 
avoid, in your daily food purchases, to protect 
and promote intelligently your health and the 
health of your family with the priceless knowl- 
edge in this book. 

Single copies $1.25—Rates given on bulk buying 
Copyright purchased and books sold by 


Dr. M. A. Brandon 
215 Sixth Street, Lorain, Ohio 
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Don’t Feel OLD 


Before Your Time.... 












































Boost Your Nutritional Health 
With These ““Wonder” Foods 


In an All-in-One Formula: 





BONE MEAL 
DESICCATED LIVER 
BREWERS YEAST 
ROSE HIPS EXTRACT 
FISH LIVER OIL 
VITAMIN B-12 

RED BONE MARROW 
WHEAT GERM OIL 
KELP and IRON 





HESE FOODS are a rich source of 

natural vitamins and minerals which 
help prevent a deficiency of the most 
important elements in the diet. They 
provide Vitamins A, B, C, D, Calcium, 
lodine and lron...100% M.D.R. 


THEY ALSO contain other natural 
vitamins and minerals (trace ele- 
ments) which purely synthetic vita- 
mins cannot supply. Remember you 
can eat a great deal yet suffer from 
“hidden hunger.’’ Don’t let a de- 
ficiency of needed vitamins and min- 
erals hasten the ravages of time and 
lower your resistance. Start taking 
this All-in-One formula now. 





60 Tablets $2.50 
300 Tablets 9.90 


100—$ 3.90 
1,000— 25.00 


At Good Health Food Stores 
(Direct postpaid 





if unavailable) 





~-_ 


Rif Pi 


ORGANIC 
DIVISION 


Dept. 11-0.F. 








Jersey City 3, N. J. 
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Dear Sir: 

I see that Reader's Digest reprinted 
Throckmorton’s article, “Organic 
Farming—Bunk.” , 

I used to think that anything they 
reprinted had to be right, but from 
now on I shall take it with more than 
a grain of salt. 

Otis R. Dow 
Wiscarset, Maine 


Dear Sir: 

The chemical fertilizer industry 
must be worried about the spread of 
the organic idea. I am certain that 
while they may misinform and deceive 
many they can do no harm in the 
long run to the organic movement. 

Dr. S. Hanoka 
Buffalo, Mo. 


Definition of Bunk 
Dear Sir: 

For some two weeks have thought 
of writing you. Am called a very busy 
man, by my neighbors and other 
friends, but find that in my eightieth 
year do not accomplish everything I 
would wish. 

The article by R. I. Throckmorton, 


\OVIIOA 


“The usual size cans just won’t hold the 
enormous fruit and vegetables grown by 
organic methods.”’ 


The Organic Farmer 
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in the October Reader's Digest raised 
my ire. 

“Bunk” in my Webster's Interna- 
tional, is defined in one place as some- 
thing to sleep on. Now let me tell you 
that when you have a REAL organic 
garden you don’t want to bother with 
much to sleep on. There is so little 
time for “‘snoozing.” Cultivation and 
harvesting are so interesting and im- 
portant that thoughts of sleep become 
of secondary consideration. 

Another definition given of “Bunk” 
is something pretentious, or empty, or 
erroneous. 

When we have an active organic 
garden we have no thought whatever 
of pretending, and we certainly do not 
find it empty. There is nothing er- 
roneous about it either. The results 
are altogether too visible for argu- 
ment. 

The people I know who have or- 
ganic gardens—and I know many, 
from my nearest neighbor, who has a 
garden, to friends over two thousand 
miles distant, are very active people 
and very alert in advancing their own 
personal interests. 

After you published the article I 
wrote, a few years ago, for Organic 
Gardening magazine, I heard from a 
neighbor, about 600 feet away who 
had read it, and from California, and 
many points in between. Several of 
these at least are now enthusiastic or- 
ganic gardeners. “Bunk?” You should 
hear them talk, and write. 

I think the professor should get a 
new term for his key word. 

This is not half what I might offer 
in favor of organic gardening. 

Arthur E. Hutchinson 
Manchester, Connecticut 


Dear Sir: 

In my judgment his defense of com- 
mercial fertilizers is a pitiful one. It 
reminds me of a question I recently 
asked the Farm Bureau in Buffalo. I 
wanted to know what the difference 
was in the event of rain versus irri- 
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NOW YOU CAN HAVE 
better compost 
without manure 


BACTERIAL COMPOST ACTIVATOR 


rich fertilizer in only 
three to five weeks 


Turns Wastes Into Potent Compost 
Now... with the amazing, organically-ap- 
proved bacterial preparation—B.C.A.—you 
can turn leaves, lawn clippings, garbage, etc., 
into rich living compost ready for use in only 
3 to 5 weeks! 


B. C. A. Supplies Proper Organisms 


Formerly, manures were necessary for quality compost 
... their high bacterial content meant a supply of 
necessary decay organisms. However... manure is 
sometimes difficult and expensive to obtain... and 
there is a need for faster breakdown of organic mat- 
ter into finished compost—B.C.A. is the answer. 
It’s a mixed culture of selected organisms of decay 
...the proper ones for faster decomposition. And 
... Without manures! B.C.A. produces a balanced, 
controlled compost in from only 3 to 5 weeks! 


ECONOMICAL: |! unit—$i. ($1.20 W. of Miss.); 
2 units—$2.00 ($2.40 W. of Miss.); 6 unit 50 
($5 W. of Miss.); 25 units—$12.50 ($13.50 W. of 
Miss.). Each unit is enough for 2 to | ton of com- 
post. Prepaid. 


ORGANIC PRODUCTS 


Dept. F-1152, 235 Halsey, Newark, N. J. 











FULLY AUTOMATIC — DEPENDABLE 
FINEST ENGINEERED WATER SYSTEM 


You can have all the water you want for home and yard— 

under pressure—just like city water—b installing a BURKS 

Super Turbine Water System. It’s fully automatic. There's 
q bo 









nothing finer. « 


BURKS HAS LIFE-LOK 
LASTS YEARS LONGER 
BURKS gives you more water 
at lowest cost. Same system for 
or shallow wells. Dt 








WEAVY BEARING, FAST GROWING 
BLUEBERRIES 


varie- 





212 Chew Rd., Hammonton, N. J. Largest in N. J. 











The “house out back’’ calling! ActivO 
can cure it of unpleasantness. Just 
sprinkle over waste. Odors reduced 
or eliminated. Waste converted into 
ash-like fertilizer-humus. $2.49 size 
good for many months’ treatment... 
ActivO is also amazingly useful for - ’ 
making compost, activating soils and NO ODOR; 

lawns, feeding potted plants, growing mushrooms, ete. 
Immensely valuable for all organic FARMING and GAR- 
DENING; indispensable in sheet composting. Send for 
complete free details. Liberal-quantity sizes only $1, and 
$2.49 ppd., dealers or 


Benson- Maclean 
Box 22 
Bridgeton, Indiana 











WESTERN 
Natural Rock Phosphate 


FINELY GROUND - WRITE FOR INFORMATION... 
TODAY 


Western Delta Chemical Company 
Box 217 Walnut Crove, California 


Distributed in Southern California by Plant Food 
Corporation, 3711 Medford St., Los Angeles 63, Calif. 


Clean Chimneys Permanently 


Stops down draft and Creosote, prevents 
furnace explosions. Satisfaction guaranteed. 
This metal pot. (with character). Mailable. 
For free booklet (PAC) address 
WIG., ABINGTON, MASS. 
SAVES up to much 








FRIENDS 
aha of 

The 
Organic 
Farmer 


Help the Organic Movement 
While You Earn Extra Money 


And there’s no selling! As you know 
The Organic Farmer is constantly striv- 
ing to increase its subscription list. You 
can take an active part in this important 
program by handing out our FREE sub- 
scription booklets to acquaintances in 
your community. If you would like 
some extra money, this spare-time ac- 
tivity will return liberal commissions! 
Through a coded coupon we can trace 
each subscription to your efforts. We 
will be glad to send you 10 booklets. 
Write today to: 


THE ORGANIC FARMER 
Dept. 11-Q 

















6th & Minor Sts. Emmaus, Pa. 














gation on growing crops and the 
Bureau told me very emphatically 
there was no difference. 

Joseph E. Bright 
Buffalo, N.Y. 


A Matter of Degree 


Dear Sir: 

While I am not in 100 per cent 
agreement with you, I read with 
amusement the following statement 
appearing on page 198, August 1952 
Chemical Engineering: “A new pesti- 
cide called ? is much 
less toxic to man than fellow organic 
phosphate-type products.” 

Lue C. Lozier 
Jefferson City, Mo. 


Reconsiders O.F. 


Dear Sir: 

When I first started taking The 
Organic Farmer 1 didn’t think too 
much about it but now I really like 
it. I think it’s the most helpful maga- 
zine a farmer could read. 

James M. Ferguson 
Sonora, Kentucky 


Gives Graham Plow Top Rating 


Dear Sir: 

The trick with the Graham plow is 
to plow the land at least three times 
in a criss-cross manner, the rougher 
and deeper the better, in order to 
soak up the rain and prevent wash. 
Done far enough ahead of planting 
time, in the fall if necessary. This 
should be particularly when you are 
preparing to plant corn. The sods of 
straw or what have you will rot and 
the job can be finished with a disk and 
cultipacker just prior to planting. I 
might add that I have found it possible 
to prepare an excellent seed bed with 
the Graham Plow and cultipacker 
only. The disk is not needed. 

D. W. Robb 
Bethlehem, Pa. 


The Organic Farmer 
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Praises Farmer Covers 


Dear Sir: 

Now, just a word about the covers 
appearing on the Organic Farmer. 
They are absolutely the most at- 
tractive I have seen on any magazine. 
Just tell Bob Taylor to keep that 
camera working for us. He seems to 
have the knack needed in his pro- 
fession and a sympathetic understand- 
ing for his work. 

Edward Erskine 
Lowellville, Ohio 


Peach Picker Learns Organics 


Dear Sir: 

While I was visiting in Loveland, 
Colorado, I hired out as a peach picker 
and picked peaches for two weeks at 
Palisade, Colorado, on Orchard Mesa, 
mainly to get the experience of having 
closer opportunity to study organic 
methods in raising fruits, and see how 
far they are applied in that neighbor- 
hood. This, I think, will please you 
a great deal; I ran into many owners 
of orchards giving serious considera- 
tion to the organic method in their 
orchards. There are others who follow 
the course of least resistance, but I 
felt even they are beginning to see 
the light. 

John P. Oshanek 
Exeter, B. C. 






S With Gear-Driven 
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Teeseante of satisfied users say 

ED-E”’ has solved their tractor 
mm You too, will like its 
smooth, powerful, easy-to-operate, 
gear-driven action—with power 
turning clutch for 43 and 6 H.P. 
WALKING MODELS and auto- 
motive type differential for % H.P. 
RIDING MODEL. Our2 &3 H.P. 
Walking Models low as $169.00. 
Attachments for plowing, sow- 
Yee CATALOG ing, cultivating, rr sawing, 

snow-plowing, etc. EASY TERMS—Factory-To- 

discount. Write TODAY for FREE Catalog. 


ha E TRACTOR CO. ricuricco ax 


WISCON 











ost TREES 


We grow 20 Million Trees a year; 
our Christmas Tree Grower's Guide 
tells how to turn waste land to profits. 
Write to Box 37-K. 


MUSSER Forests, inc., 





Indiana, Pa. 








Better Than Fertilizer! 


ActivO makes rich, activated compost-fertili- 
zer quicker, better, easier, cheaper, from 
waste, leaves, garbage, etc . (reduces gar- 
bage without odor!) .. . Activates, conditions, 
and sweetens soils... Many other uses. Or- 
ganic. Bacterial. Odorless. Trial size for 
425-lb. compost. No. 71-1025, $1. 1400 lb. 
size, No. 71-1030, $2.49 


SEARS, ROEBUCK & CO. Catalogs; Stores 
Answers to the Most Common 
| 50 Questions about Composting in 
Questions & Answers on Compost 
By ORGANIC GARDENING STAFF 
Only 35¢ for this valuable and informative little boast 


Send your order today to Rodale Press, 
Emmaus, Pa 























Warm Air Furnace— 
Both gravity and forced 
alr types in several 
sises for large or small 
bomes, 


Boilers—A size to 








NOW! A Great Line of 
RITEWAY Heating Units for— * New Features * Performance 








*New Beauty * Economy 





Here's the new RITE- 
WAY complete combus- arn 
tion Wood-Burning rine 
Heater, fire-brick lined 











to burn also hard or 
soft coal with equal 
efficiency. 





Riteway Cabinet 
Model — for those 
who want the finest 
in appearance. Same 
model as wood- 
burning heater but 
with handsomely- 
styled metal cabinet, 


for Complete details writes 


RITEWAY MFG. CO. 


®. ©. Box 6-A Harrisonburg, Ve. 
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Bernarr MacFadden says: 


“Naturets are a “mild, 
pleasant and effective herb- 
al laxative which I highly 
recommend because 
other laxatives contain 
highly irritating ingredients 
cascara, etc.— 
Naturets have none of these 
but are 
from the 


CONSTIPATED ? 


If discomforts exist, such 
ments, headaches, that tired feeling, associ- 
ated with and resulting from a constipated 
condition, the relieving qualities of 


NATURETS 


most 


like senna, 


compounded only 


finest 





imported 


as stomach ail- 


may probably assist in ultimately relieving 
these distressing symptoms 

Naturets contain alfalfa, extract of aloes 
rhubarb, peppermint, fenugreek, fennel seed, 


berries. 


100 tablets—$1; 


and juniper 
Order now: 600 for $5 
Write for quantity prices 
FALKNER & MAY, INC., Sole Agents 
Dept. O.F.-i1 1445 First Ave. New York 21, N.Y. 














ULCERS 


ACID STOMACH 


from 
stomach acid. THOMAR OKRA 


comfort until you try these tablets. 


THOMAR OKRA TABLETS 


185 —— $2.00; BY MAIL, $2.20 
o C. O. D.’s Please 


MARTINDALE’ S 


Quality Foods Since 1869 


COLITIS 


diagnosed as such and due to hyper-acidity yet 
not in a serious stage, can be soothingly relieved 
irritation of food roughage and excess 
TABLETS add 
comforting smoothage to food bulk and rough- 
thereby lessening irritation and distress. 

ey help adsorb excess stomach acid that causes 
irritation. You may never know this blessed 


25 N. 10th St., Phila. 7, Pa. WA 2-3480 





SUNFLOWER SEED..The Miracle Food 


Treatise on how to grow, how to eat this vitamin- 
rich food. The complete story in 60 interesting pages 
by J. I. Rodale! 
Cet your copy... today. 
Send 50c to: 


RODALE PRESS 





Dept. 11-F Emmaus, Pa. 











ORGANIC FARMERS! 


ActivO makes rich, activated compost-fertilizer 
quicker, better, easier, cheaper, from waste... 
leaves, garbage, etc... . (reduces garbage with- 
Activates, conditions and sweet- 
Many other uses. Organic. Bac- 
terial Odorless. Trial size for 425-Ib compost, 
$1. 1350 Ib. size, $2.49. 3 ton size, $6.99 pp'd 
Montgomery Ward & Co., Catalogs, 
Exeept West Coast 
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Alaska Has Earthworms 


Dear Sir: 

There are earthworms in the sub- 
arctic; they are of the small, gray 
transparent variety. They are gen 
erally found under moss and rocks in 
the valley. 

Nine years ago we plowed under 
some moss and leaves nine inches 
deep, then farmed potatoes, peas and 
oats, cultivating only about five inches 
deep. Five years later my son and | 
wanted to see the effect of the moss 
leaves on the after having 
five years. Upon ex 
amination we found the humus rich 
with gray earthworms—we are only 
200 miles south of the Arctic Circle. 

Also, we ordered earthworms from 
Colorado and were able to use them 
despite the severe cold. In the spring 
of the year the eggs hatch and fill the 
ground with young worms. Our grow- 
ing season is 90 to 120 days. 

Miners, in their excavations have 
also found earthworms. 

Carroll Phillips 
Fairbanks, Alaska 
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**Grandpa’s been raised on organically-grown 
food.” 
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Classified rates 22¢ a word. 


Minimum, 25 words, or $5.50. 





NATURAL SOIL CONDITIONERS 


RUHM'S PHOSPHATE ROCK for Vermont. Also Glau 
conite Marl—*‘Greensand.’ By the bag, ten or carload 
JUSTIN BRANDE, R. D. |, Middlebury, Vermont 
Highest Grade Powdered Tennessee, Florida and Western 
GOLDEN-GLO PHOSPHATES, available for future de 
livery. Quality guaranteed. Request literature and prices 
delivered to your station. Dealers wanted. EATON-MANN 
PHOSPHATE COMPANY, 30! Barber Bidg., Joliet, Il! 


COLLOIDAL PHOSPHATE AND GLAUCONITIC MARL— 
the only two mined products that have the power of Base 
Exchange in your soil. For Michigan, Ohio and Indiana 
Write for details. Dealers wanted. JESS M. FANNING, 
4951 South Custer Road, Monroe, Michigan. 


MICHIGAN! Go organic with Hoover's Colloidal Phosphate 
and Kaylorite (Glauconite Marl) Put trace elements in 
the soil and feed your livestock the best. GEORGE E. 
FOSTER, 5573 M-II, Saline, Michigan. 


HOOVER’S COLLOIDAL PHOSPHATE and KAYLORITE 
(GLAUCONITE MARL)—For Nebraska and lowa—Colloi- 
dal contains 10 major and 11 trace elements; Kaylorite— 
18 major, 30 trace elements. Build rather than stimulate 
soll. HESPEN SOIL SERVICE, 1638 D Street, Fremont, 
Nebraska. 





If you want to know about and purchase the only two 
mined products that have the power of Base Exchange in 
your soil write (for Florida). WILL J. HOOVER, Lock 
Box 748, Kissimmee, Florida. For all other states 
HOOVER SOIL SERVICE, Gilman, IIlinois. 

The keys to MORE PROFITABLE FARMING AND GAR- 
DENING: Colloidal Phosphate has 10 major and 11 trace 
elements. Kaylorite (Glauconitic Marl) has 18 major and 
30 trace elements. Let’s go ORGANIC with these two or 
ganically recommended products-—-and LOEBER SOIL SER- 
yoo itt! North Clark St., Chicago 10, Ill. Phone Whi 





ae THAN FROG HAIR—“RUHM’S” PHOSPHATE 
ROCK. No other Phosphate as fine. Also Glauconite Green 
Sands. FRED VEITH, 3505 Mozart Avenue, Cincinnati, 
Ohio, Dept. F. 


Natural, finely ground PHOSPHATE ROCK, to feed the 
soil and replenish fertility Write MIDWEST PHOS- 
ANY. D’ Arey Building. Joliet, Illinois, or 
NORMAN OLDT, Kempton, Rt. 3, Pennsylvania. 
ARROW BRAND 30% ROCK PHOSPHATE, finest ma- 
terial for less, distributed in Ohio by OHIO ROCK PHOS- 











PHATE SALES, Route 6, Springfield, Ohio. Dealers 
wanted in some sections 

EARTHWORMS 
Dr. Oliver's Soilution Worms—Very “Active, Hardy, Culture 


(All Sizes) 1000—$3.95, 2000—$7.50, 4000—$14.00 prepaid 
live delivery Guaranteed. WIZARD WORM RANCH 
DONALSONVILLE, GA. 


GROW MILLIONS EARTHWORMS by our methods. 18 
Years’ Experience. Most Informative Circulars, Low Prices 
Prompt cnioment Our Dirt Experience Guides You 
R. A. CALDWELL, Barwick, Georgia. 


RED EARTHWORMS make valuable compost from leaves 
grass and garbage. $4.00 per thousand. Excellent for fish 
ing. Office in rear. MYRTLE KESSINGER, 1210 Eighth 
Ave.. Arcadia, California. 


SOIL ANALYSIS 


STOP ‘THAT GUESSWORK! Your land’s best friend is 
laboratory soil analysis Accurate, individual, complete 
recommendations for Lime, Plant Food, Humus Trace 
elements. EDWIN HARRINGTON, Agricultural Chemist, 
Carversville, Pennsylvania. Write today for full information. 


FOODS a 


STRICTLY FRESH Natural and Organic food supplements 
direct to Vitamins, finest quality 





you plete line 
FREE price list. Santee Dept. 718F, Woodmere, N.Y. 


THE INDIANS LOVED ‘EM! Yum Yum Wild Fruit 


Jellies Made in true Indian Style of hand-picked wild 
fruits from hill and dale No greasy dust No poison 
spray Grape. Elderberry, Cherry, Pear, Raspberry, Red 
Haw = 7. oz. usable jars In beautiful Gift Box 
Prepak $3.5 ver 500 miles add 25¢. YUM YUM 


PRODUCTS. 405, Madison St., Ft. Wayne, tnd. 


ORCANIC TRADING POST 
TREE-RIPENED and TREE. COLORED assorted varieties 


and sizes ORGANICALLY GROWN oranges $4.00 per bu 
f.o.b After Dec. 15 can make straight packs Dancy Tan- 
gerines + bu. only $2.50 f.0b. CARTWRIGHT GROVES, 


Carrizo Springs, Texas. 


TREE RIPENED FRUIT—Oranges, Grapefruit or Mixed, 
$2.50 bushel, average express $2.16 Organically grown, 








mixed sizes. no washing. gas or sprays. Satisfaction guar 
anteed Add $1.25 five p in » Florida Honey shipped with 
fruit, postage extra if mai New season shipping starts 


November 15th GARLITS, ‘ate Florida. 


OLD FASHIONED SEEDLESS RAISINS! Organically 


grown without poisons ommerclals Sweet—70% unre- 
fined grape sugar Sun iried Ship wts POSTPAID 
PRICES: 11 Ibs. $4.55, 4 Ibs. $1.85. GILBERT'S OR- 


GANIC FARM, Rt. 2G, Sultana, Calif. 


SUNFLOWER SEEDS—sinall supply from Rodale Organic 
Farms—70 cents per Ib. postpaid. West of Miss. 91 cents. 
RAYMOND GREENBAUM, R. D. 2, Allentown, | Penna. 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


MAKE COMMERCIAL COMPOST FOR RESALE OR FOR 
OWN USE. WE SHOW YOU HOW. All organic wastes 
including sawdust from 100—1000 ton heaps. No machinery 
needed: made in 3—6 months throughout the year. Please 
state kind and quantity of waste available Director of 
Research, Box 500, RODALE PRESS, 46 S. West Street, 
Allentown, Pa. 

MAKE MONEY addressing envelopes. Our instructions 
reveal how. PAUL GLENWAY, 5713 Euclid, Cleveland 3, 
Ohio. 


CRAFTS G HOBBIES 


RE-UPHOLSTERING to be done at your house? My Irish 
handwoven tweeds make stunning durable coverings. Hang- 
ings, too, in chilly houses AROL BROWN, Putney 70, 
Vermont. 


SERVICES 


CESSPOOLS, SEPTIC TANKS, etc., cleaned and deodor- 


ized by application of miracle fermentation Comes in 
pellet form Reduces masses, opens clogged drains, cess- 
pools, ete Saves annual pumping and cleaning costs 


Cos ts $2 7 Bad treatment Shipped parcel post anywhere 
fanufactured and sold by ELECTRIC SEWER 
CLEANING CO., 294 Lincoln Street, Allston 34, Mass. 


MISCELLANEOUS —<CisCS 


Send your RAW WOOL direct to the Mills for economical 
luxuriously warm blankets and robes. Details free. WEST 
TEXAS WOOLEN MILLS, 412 Main, Eldorado, Texas. 
YOUR LEATHER JACKET renovated expertly; cleaned, 
redyed, relined, new collars, resewed. zippers, wristlets 
waistbands, alterations FREE eSSUEne. BERLEW 
MFG. Co. Dept. 9, Freeport, N. 
UNIQUE INFORMAL STATIONERY. Twenty original 
= . by 20 gts ts of Lehigh Valley. Fitting for all 
urposes Postpaid $1.25. MRS. WILLIAM 
4 STEUGEAWALD, 213 S. 17th Street, Alleatowa Penna. 


inna WANTED TO BUY 
Must be 
A 





WANTED! Stric tly organically raised grains 
of highest quality Premium prices paid PAUL K. 
KEENE, Penns Creek, Penna 





November, 1952 
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One of the Best-Known Names in the American Health Field 








In a recent issue of “‘Prevention,”’ J. 1. Rodale’s dynamic health publication, appeared this sta 
“Nutritionists have shown that a correct, natural diet, including ample vitamins and minerals 
do more to prevent the ravages of old age and the disease of old age than anything else.” 


This forthright magazine shows us that the average American diet is woefully lacking these 
essential vitamins and minerals. To protect yourself and your family from deficiencies which 


endanger health . . . try FalMay NATURAL concentrates. 


35 years experience as purv 


NATURAL products that conform to the ideal and principles of PREVENTION. 


Ay Dee Formula 


Vitamin A (essential to keep up normal resistance 
of nasal, sinus and respiratory tract tissues to bac- 
teria invasion) and Vitamin D (the sunshine vita- 
min) are especially important for protection from 
colds. You get BOTH in FalMay’s AyDee formula 
... plus Wheat Germ Oil (for better utilization) . 
Each capsule contains: 


5000 U.S.P. Units Vitamin A 125% MDR* 
1000 U.S.P. Units Vitamin D 250% MDR* 


...in a base of pure Wheat Germ Oil. 
(* Minimum Daily Requirement) 


Try this wonderful new combination...a 100% 
Natural. 


100 capsules $2.75 200 capsules $5.00 


A New NATURAL Aid To Better Digestion 


Something new and different . . . formulated 
especially in response to numerous requests from 
our customers and friends for a mild, yet effective 
digestive aid that is 100% natural. 


When annoying symptoms of heartburn, flatulence, 
indigestion, sour stomach, other upsets, cause you 
distress... try FalMay DIGESTENE for gratifying 
relief. DIGESTENE features a natural mineral 
(magnesium trisilicate) which dissipates stomach 
acid by absorbing it. Thus, CIGESTENE relieves 
without “acid rebound” or harsh alkalizing action. 


‘“Wheatene”’ 


(New Wheat Germ Oil Formula) 





For many years Wheat Germ Oil has been re 
nized as one of the richest natural sources of) 
min E. Now... FalMay brings you a new, imp 
formula... WHEATENE! With all its natural ¥ 
min E, Wheatene is an important supplemert 
your daily diet. Each capsule contains .64 m 
Vitamin E. 


WHEATENE comes in 6-minim capsules... 
tomary size is only 3-minims. So... you get 

the potency of Vitamin E when you buy WHE 
ENE. Oval, easy-to-swallow capsules. Try this 

improved formula now! 


100 capsules $2.00 300 capsules $5.00 


DIGESTENE 


DIGESTENE also includes Papain (the papaya 
zyme), known as a protein digestant; Pancr 
and Diastatic Malt, enzymes known as Sf 
splitting factors; and Desiccated Liver. Thus 
GESTENE is a well-balanced natural formula 

should aid in relieving many symptoms of dig 
distress and in improving normal digestion. 


DIGESTENE is easy and pleasant to take. Just? 
(or take with water) one to three tablets... 
two hours after meals as directed. 


100 tablets $2.00 300 tablets $5.4 


Vitamin 
Vitamin 
Vitamin 
Vitamin 
Pyridoxii 
Calcium 
Pantothe 


Mangan 
Magnesi 
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FALMAY Vitamin Products are Endorsed and 
Recommended by BERNARR MACFADDEN 


At the age of 83 this renowned physical culturist says: 


“At last I can offer all my friends, students and readers a group of 
vitamin products which | know to be pure, natural and organic. FalMay 
vitamin products are made from only the finest ingredients which are 
laboratory tested and combined in such a way as to bring you the maxi- 
mum and most beneficial results. This group of products is the result of 
my years of experience in this field. | sincerely hope that you feel as 
well as | do, after using them.” —Bernarr MacFadden 








Multiple Vitamin-Mineral Formula for adults and children . . . guaranteed 


made exclusively from 100% Natural Vitalized Foods 













A673 MASTER FORMULA 


Vitamin A : Vitamin C FalMay's MASTER FORMULA is concentrated from the 
ac: 6 tne following FOOD sources: YEAST, KELP, FISH LIVER 
Vitamin B-6  ® Biotin LIPOIDS, PURE CRYSTALLINE B-12, plus the healthful 
Pyridoxine ® Rutin addition of: WHEAT GERM, WILD ROSE HIPS, PARS- 
Calcium © Calcium LEY, ALFALFA, TOMATO, WATERCRESS, SPINACH, 
— so PIMIENTO, ORANGE (whole), LECITHINATED SOYA, 
Copper © feties and RUTIN from Buckwheat. It's all natural. 

Sulfur ® Fluorine 

Manganese ® Zinc 

Magnesium 


woe Plus 


DESICCATED LIVER © BONE MEAL @ WILD ROSE HIPS 


AND THE AMAZING “RED” VITAMIN B-12 


FalMay’s MASTER FORMULA is an all-inclusive vitamin-mineral supplement from natural 
sources... with the dramatic new factors: Wild Rose Hips, purified, edible Bone Meal and 
Vitamin B-12, described recently in Reader’s Digest in a story of blood regeneration that 
has thrilled thousands. This all-embracing natural formula brings the sensible precaution of 
a daily supplement of Vitamins and Minerals within reach of every family. 


Now you can forego the many combinations and dozens of tablets or capsules formerly pur- 
chased separately and receive them complete in FalMay’s MASTER FORMULA. Comes in 
easy-to-take capsule form. For small children, merely lift top off capsule and add MASTER 
FORMULA to foods, cereal, milk. 

DO capsules. ....2%. $3.50 200 capsules ...... $12.00 600 capsules ..... $32.00 
100 capsules ....... 6.50 300 capsules...... 17.00 1000 capsules ..... 50.00 


Remember: Natural Vitamins and Minerals are best for you! So try FalMay’s All-Natural 
MASTER FORMULA. .. today! 


3S On Sale Soon at Dietary Food Stores and Pharmacies 
If Not Available...Order Direct Postpaid © Complete Satisfaction Guaranteed 


PALKNER ¢ 


One of the Best-Known Names in the American Health Field 
Department 11-F 1445 First Avenue New York 21, New York 
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SF Mulching Refresher 

A good mulch should: (1) Control weeds— 
After a good mulch is applied you should 
not have any major weed problems. (2) Con- 
serve Moisture—Prevent sun from drying out 
soil thus making more moisture available to 
your vegetables. (3) Become organic matter— 
A big value many growers overlook. When 
you consider the value of organic matter, 
the straw, or other mulching material, you 
buy may not be costing you so much after 
all. (4) If a good mulch is applied, you can 
walk into your garden immediately after a 
rain to harvest your vegetables and not com- 
pact the soil or get a lot of mud on your 
shoes. Mulching is a worthwhile practice 
that can pay big dividends in increased yields 
—especially if you don’t have too much rain. 


9 Legumes are important in crop rotations. 
Managed right legumes can increase yields, 
improve soil tilth and organic matter. 


® Soil Building Tip 

Soil texture and its water retaining ability 
can be improved by a simple but double- 
barreled method of making green manure. 
rhis method is to plant oats and yellow blos- 
som sweet clover during the fall 
The and the 
clover plowed under prior to spring planting. 


oO > 
loge ther 


months. harvested 


oats are 
The clover gives a good protective covering 
to the ground during the winter months and 
following a good crop rotation with well fer- 
tilized legumes increases crop yields by in- 
creasing soil fertility. 


SF Farmers do not 
buildings are 


realize how their 
fires are on the 
gnawing away at the econ- 


strength of the 


much 
worth, Farm 
increase and are 
omic nation. Every farmer 
should appraise his buildings and take steps 
to give his property full protection. Farmers 
often undervalue their buildings because they 
think in terms of original cost. They forget 
that replacement costs have to be considered 
in terms of present material and labor costs. 
Overloading of circuits and electrical 
rural districts are named as 
the cause of a great number of new farm 
fires. We suggest that all farmers use com- 
mon sense measures and pay heed to the pre- 
cautions as set down by the National Fire 
Protection 


new 


lines in many 


Association. 


ge “The prime agency in carrying on life on 
this planet is sunlight, because it is the source 
of energy, and the instrument for intercept- 
ing this energy and turning it to account is 
the green leaf.” 


9 Latest epicurean delight is pork-chop 
casserole. Brown chops on both sides and put 
in shallow baking dish. Spoon a one-pound 
can of pork and beans around and over a 
half-dozen pork chops. Pour three table- 
spoons maple syrup over all. Bake at 350 
degrees for 1 to 114 hours. Baste occasionally. 


®* Don’t Ignore Potato Tops 

Fewer farmers are ignoring potato tops 
these days. They are working the tops back 
into the soil, and with good reasons. Potato 
tops make good organic matter and with our 
present farm equipment, they can be worked 
into the soil quite easily. Two or three crops 
of potato tops will provide as much organic 
matter as one crop of clover or other green 
manure crop. Fields where potato tops are 
left on the ground over the winter have much 
less late fall and early spring erosion. Most 
potato soils have a high residue of phos- 
phorus and potash, left over from the ferti- 
lizer, and this is like money in the bank. 
Allowing it to wash away is like passing out 
autographed blank checks. 


®* Protect Your Evergreens 
Cold winter winds can quickly dry out the 
moisture in your windbreak or ornamental 


evergreens. A mulch around the base of the 
trees will aid in holding the moisture. A 
good mulch will also prevent deep freezing 
of the soil moisture around your trees. This 
is especially important for evergreens because 
they keep their foliage all year ‘round and 
lose moisture from their needles in cold, dry- 
ing winter winds. Needles that are allowed 
to dry will die and fall off; if enough fall 
off the tree will also die. The best mulch to 
conserve moisture in evergreens is composted 
manure, 


9 In a number of cases where soil and 
forest conservation have been practiced, wells 
that have been dry for years have regained 
their water level and dry creeks have turned 
into streams. 
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Hungry Plants Cost You Money ! 


Make sure... NOW... your crops get the proper mineral diet! 


... for Natural Potash 
and Trace Elements 





“A soil that is rich in organic 
matter and that has been fter- 
tilived with natural minerals 
(rock phosphate, granite dust, 
etc.) achieves a balance and a 


freedom from hungry crops. 
one 





*Organic Farmer, p. 25, May, 1951 


Let Martin’s Granite Dust ... safe source of Natural Potash and Trace Ele 
ments .. .be the first step toward balanced feeding of YOUR crops. 


Yes...it’s easier to prevent mineral 
deficiency than to remedy results. A Fall ap 
plication of Martin's Granite Dust will as 
sure your next year’s crop of ample Potash 
and more than 16 trace elements. So don't 
wait for deficiency signs or stunted growth 
(as illustrated by Boron deficient corn on 
right) to warn you of hungry, profit robbing 
plants. Apply even to frozen ground. Let 
it seep in when ground thaws. 


te es 





To give you natural phosphorus... also an important major element, 
Keystone Granite Quarry handles Thompson's Four Leaf Phosphate Rock. Use 
in combination with Martin's Granite Dust for real Mineral Power. Write today 


for information and prices on these two tried and proven rock products! 


pamphlet describing Native 
Rocks and Minerals as Fertilizers 
... Potassium in Plant Nutrition 
... Granite Dust as Source of 
Potash. Send for yours now... 
write today to: 
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If You Want a New 1953 


6 


Pracde 


tegistered | 


Order it No 


RGANIC gardeners once bought 
ROTOTILLERS chiefly for 
rotary-tilling (plowing, discing and 
harrowing—all in one simple opera 
tion) and lor quick composting (right 
in the garden itself) . 

Now they've discovered that 
ROTOTILLER is much 
than just a gardening power tool. Ut 
saves time and money every day in 
the year, performing dozens of othe) 
jobs quickly and economically. It 
plows snow, cuts wood, pumps water, 
grades and mows lawns, is even a 
source of electric power in emerg- 
encies! Order yours now. It will save 
you. money and EVERY 
MONTH OF YEAR! 


the 


new more 


now 


THE 


Let Ed Robinson show 
this amazing, low-cost machine can do 
lor you. 68 pages of eye-opening, sell- 
explanatory pictures. Prices and deal- 
er’s name and address also forwarded 
you want a FREE Demonstra- 
But be sure to mail the coupon 


you what 


in case 
tion. 
today! 


ROTOTILLER, Inc. 
Dept. 1011, Troy, N. Y. 

lease send me FREE, by return mail. 
of our New 68- page Illustrat BOOK 
LITTLE POWER -A LOT OF LIVING 
Kobi n, author of the famous Have-More 


Nam 


— 


s *atent 


Office 


— Enjoy it Now! 


THIS NEW GASOLINE - ELECTRIC 
WONDER CAN DO THE WORK 
OF 8 — MEN FOR $1 A DAY! 


Plows, dises 
all in one 


and ‘hanvewe 
simple oper 


over a foot 
with new KOTO 
chain saw 


wood 


LEC TRI" 





Cultivates through narrow 
8 with minimum dam 
» plant roots 





No finer non | mower ever 
built. Cuts 25-inch swath 


*7 W.Re g.U.S.Pat.0 fice 





AT 





snowplow 
minute 





Adapts to hand-power 


in less than a 








Hauls 


stones, 


plantings, 


topsoil anywhere you wish. 
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